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TR. WILSON on his father* 8 Fes 
ceaſe became poſſeſſed | of an 
eſtate worth thirty thouſand pounds; but, 
being perhaps the moſt indolent man 
living, he thought proper to * of 
Vol. I. B it 


order not to be at the trouble of taking 
care of it; for he dreaded the thought of 


offence, a condemnation which would 
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it for twenty thouſand in ready caſh, in 


any thing which had the leaſt appearance 
of buſineſs : but ſuch affairs as required 
ſome degree of attention to him had 


double terrors. Of all troubles, thought 


ſeemed the greateſt. To give a trifling 
order, was fatiguing; but a ſteward's 
accompt was. more ſhocking than'a bai- 


liff's writ to a poor debtor. Nay, he 
has been known to declare, that ſooner 


than be troubled with the management 
of an eſtate of a thouſand pounds a year, 
he would freely part with it for an an- 
nuity of fifty, upon which he might in- 
dulge his diſpoſition; and] verily believe, 


that had he been guilty of any capital 


have 


Mz, WILSON. 3 
have confined him to a compting houſe 
would to him have been more terrible 
than one to deprive him of exiſtence. 


Mr. Wilſon ſo far gloried in the laſſi- 
tude of his diſpoſition, that he had very 
ingeniouſly, and with a wonderful deal 
of trouble and contrivance, reduced idle- 
nefs into a compleat ſyſtem, and in 
the defence of his hypotheſis had pato- 
died two celebrated lines of Nat Lee's . 
of frantic memory, which he conſtantly 
repeated as a general anſwer to arſy far- 
caſtical reflections on his natural bent: 


e Pleaſures there are, which to the 

ce idle floß; 

* And none thoſe pleaſures but the 
« idle know.“ | 

B 2 When 
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"When he had diſpoſed of his eſtate, he 
lodged the money in the funds, which 
he looked upon as exerting himſelf once 
for all; and was very happy to think he 
ſhould have no farther trouble about it, 
but what would naturally occur at the 
expiration of every ſix months, when 
he {ſhould go to receive the intereſt,” 
which in all conſcience he thought trou- 


ble enough. 


He now ſat down, pleaſing his diſ- 
tempered imagination with the thoughts 
of the ſublimely fleeping raptures, the ſu- 

prremely drowſy extaſies, which he ſhould 
feel in the uninterrupted enjoyment of a 
moſt delicious ſtate of idleneſs. * 


« I can 
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I can now,“ ſays he very philoſo- 
phically, „eat, drink, ſleep, and 

*« 27 I was going to ſay — but not act I 
e mean —juſt as 1 pleaſe, without being 
* fatigued with domeſtic concerns. I 
* ſhall be a very happy fellow. I 
i pity thoſe poor mortals who are always 
e drudging, either for fame, honour, or 
« wealth. Exerciſe was ſure the worſt: 
e plague that ever iſſued from the fa- 
&« bled box of Pandora. My poor miſera- 
ce ble neighbours will take more trouble 
« after a ſtinking fox, which is not 
ce worth the ſnadow of a thought when 
© obtained, than T would do after a 
* Spaniſh plate fleet. — Deluded- 
* wretches! miſtaken mortals! to What; 


* troubles, what hazards, what fatigues, 
B 3 « do 
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my friend too, Juſtice Quidit, takes 
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« do ye not expoſe yourſelves, when 
« a quiet life is ſo eaſy to obtain! And 


more pains to deſtroy a barre! of ale 
© than ever were taken to brew it. Poor 


man! I can but pity what I mult de- 


*« ſpiſe. A King is moſt certainly a mi- 
« ſerable being, who would be ſo fooliſh 
© as to accept of a kingdom, when at 
« the ſame time he muſt be plagued to 
« govern it.“ 


Thus, with a fancied apathy, did Mr. 
Wilſon perſuade himſelf that happineſs 
conſiſted in not having any thing to do; 
when the very ſources of bliſs are by the 


wiſe and bountiful Author of Nature 


placed in action. I 


Bring 


2 
1 | 
2 


Ma. WILSON. 


Being one day informed that his gar- 
dener frequently robbed him of bis fruit 
and ſold it privately, he very calmly re- 
plied, he muſt be obliged to put up 
« with it; for it required too much trou- 
ble to make enquiries after the cha- 
<« racter of ſervants (before it was poſſi - 
© ble to find one unexceptionably honeſt) 
for him to think of changing.“ t 


But, being a batchelor, he was often 
obliged to attend to domeſtic altercations; | 
for, as he did not chuſe to govern his fa- 
mily himſelf, his ſervants determined to 
do it for him; the conſequence of ſuch 
a determination was, numberleſs conten- 
tions for the ſuperiority. He likewiſe 
found himſelf frequently obliged to give 

B83 4 orders, 


F 
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orders, when his attendants were at a 
Joſs how to act if he remained dumb. 
He was by ſuch things rouzed from the 
ſtupefaction which he thought ſo en- 
chanting ; and having, at the end of 
about eight months, brought'himſelf to 
think upon the ſubject, he found that 
he was not altogether ſo ſecure of not 
having his thoughts interrupted as he 
could wiſn. 


Such difficulties at firſt ſeemed inſur- 
mountable, or at leaſt an Herculean 
labour to overcome; but nothing is im- 
poſſible to an ingenious man. He in a 
bn, hit upon a very wiſe ne 


e L am bappy i in a fertile invention,” 1 


aid he, pluming himſelf upon his im- 
portant 


* 
1 


* 


portant diſcovery. I will take a wife; 
« then ſhall I be entirely releaſed from 
« all domeſtic embarraſſments. But 
« let me be prudent in my choice: 
« caution is an excellent companion, 
on and ought to be placed among the 
« virtues, ſince it prevents much trouble, 


% and gives none. 


" I will not marry a woman equa] to 
© myſelf in fortune—no—no—too much 
form and fatiguing ceremony is re- 
e quiſite in addreſſing ſuch an one; 
&« for your women of condition would 
% have a man hurry himſelf into a con- 
e ſumption before they will give him their 
% hand. Then they muſt ſee genteel 
S; company that are more tireſome than 
© one's own ſervants, and attend to ce- 
B5 © remonials 
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ce remonials as fatiguing to learn as the 


& mathematics; ſo that, when a man is 
ce almoſt dead through an intolerably la- 


te borious courtſhip before marriage, the 


© poor. wretch has no ſooner ſuffered 
© the prieft to tie the fatal knot, than 
«they fairly rattle him into his grave, 


cc with drums, routs, viſits, noiſe, and 


oy tumults — but ſuch doings won't ſuit 
© me, 


Neither will I take a wife from the 
c. poorer herd. She would require more 


«*« neceflary inſtructions to qualify her to | 
become an uſeful helpmate to a man 
te of my diſpoſition, than I ſhould chuſe 
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Ma. WILSON. ru 
ce in ſome of the moſt eſſential points ſhe 


ys ought to learn. 


% 


am determined not to chuſe from 
« an'exalted or an indigent fituation. 
« A middling ſtation is the moſt eligible: 
« from that Ill take a wife; one who 
«is well verſed in family affairs; who 
« will not, when raiſed, be aboye pru- 
& dence; who perfectly underſtands that 
« the buſineſs of a wife is to take all do- 
< meſtic trouble from her huſband ; 
« but who is entirely unacquainted with 
e the riots of a court, or the buſtle of 
ce politeneſs; in fine, one who will be 
* contented to ſuppoſe I rule, without 
putting me to the trouble of exerting 
my authority to prove it.“ 


B 6. When 
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When he had finiſhed this rhapſody, 
he fancied that Seneca himſelf could not 
have reaſoned better, nor Machiavel 
have plotted more to the purpoſe. __ 


While Mr. Wilſon was thus in his 
own mind applauding his penetration, 
Mr. Roſtrum, the miniſter of the pariſh, 
came to pay him a viſit. 9 A 


After ſome introductory diſcourſe on 
common and trivial ſubjects, Mr. 
Roſtrum, pulling a paper out of his 
pocket, add reſſed himſelf to Mr. Wilſon: 


«JT have here, Sir, an example of 
what I am afraid the preſent age is too 


« yell acquainted with; I mean, the 
| *« proſtitution 


MR. WILSON. 13 
&« proſtitution of ſome excellent talents, 
© which, properly exerted, might prove 
« beneficial to mankind. It is an Ode 
« to Indolence, the production of Miſs 
te Stirnot, a young lady of a neighbour- 
«7 ing pariſh, beautiful in the higheſt 
40 © degree, and poſſeſſed of very great a- 
« bilities, which ſhe puts to no manner 
« of uſe, by an unconquerable inclina- 
« tion to be idle.” - | 


So ſaying, he put the paper into Mr, 
Wilſon's hand; whoſe curioſity being 


excited by the clergyman's diſcourſe, 
he peruſed it with a degree of atten- 
tion which he did not commonly be- 
ſtow upon any at 
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It may be imagined by Mr. Roſtrum's 
words, that he had deſignedly put a 


ſatire into Mr. Wilſon's hands, under the 


form of a panegyric, on his ridiculous, 
and, as I may with propriety ſay, unna- 
tural paſſion. But I muſt here undeceive 
the reader, by aſſuring him that Mr, 
Roſtrum was entirely unacquainted with 
the diſpoſition of the gentleman to whom 
he had been ſpeaking, as Mr. Wilſon's de- 
teſtationof all kind of buſtle and ceremony 


rendered him very reſerved, and, to 


ſpeak candidly, rather unſocial. Neither 
had he been much at the family manſion, 
which was in Leiceſterſhire, during the 
life of his father; for at that time he 
was, as he himſelf always expreſſed it, in 


 flavery ; but, as the reader may not an- 
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Mz, WILSON. #1 
nex the ſame ideas to things as Mr. 
Wilſon did, it may not be amiſs to in- 
form him, that the place of his ſlavery 
was no other than the univerſity of 


. Oxford. His courſe of ſtudies he looked | 
> upon as a downright Egyptian ſervitude, | 
and the profeſſors appeared in the unfa- | 
vourable light of taſk-maſters, | 
| As the reader may have a defire to ſee 
| the Ode as well as Mr. Wilſon, we, 
5 who make politeneſs (at leaſt that part | 
| which conſiſts in complaiſance) our daily. | 


Practice, think it-eligible to gratify him: | 
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„Oh! IxpoLE NSE, within thy arms 
| Let me in ſlumbers lie ! 


Bleſs'd in the ſtillneſs of thy charms, 
From buſy ſcenes I fly. 
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II. 


- Hence, buſy, working, thinking Care, 


The eldeſt-born of Grief. _ - 
Come, Indolence, for ever dear, 
And bring my. ſoul relief. 


III. 


Tumultuous joys, be far 2 is 


For I your chains deſpiſe: | 


But with the empty mortals play, | 
Too buſy to be wile, WM 
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| Ye Fates, who o er my Tot preſide, 


Let me have nought to do; 


| But let my days ſerenely glide, 


My actions be but few. 
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V. 
Oh! may I, with leſs action bleſs'd, 
As days to days ſucceed, 
Supinely fink to native reſt 
Till death be life indeed.“ 


When Mr. Wilſon had read theſe lines 


with an eagerneſs rather too fervent for 
a ſoul devoted to apathy, he told Mr. 
Roſtrum, he ſhould be eternally his 
debtor, if. he would announce to the fair 
authoreſs of theſe beautiful lines (as he 
termed them) the great inclination he 
had to.be ranked among the number of 
her acquaintance. This requeſt, which to 


the clergyman appeared very extraordi- 
nary, was productive of the following 


dialogue; for jarring opinions are the 
very life and ſoul of converſation. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Ros TRU n. 


« Pardon me, Sir, if I cannot think 
© you ſerious when you tell me you 
e wiſh to be .acquainted with Miſs” 
« Stirnot. What emotion could the proſ- 

ce titution, or rather the neglect, of ſuch 
« ſhining talents, excite in you but pity? 
« Her friends mourn for her in propor- 
© tion as they deſpair of reclaiming her; 

* and even the leaſt diſpaſſionate allow 

te that ſhe might render herſelf and 

e thoſe connected with her extremely 

© happy in this word, .and ſecure an 

eternity of bliſs in the next, by exert- 

e ing thoſe endowments which an all- 

* bountiful Providence has thought pro- 
per to beſtow upon her.” 


Mr. 


* 


ö 
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| Mr. W1LisoN. 


Why, Sir, do you look upon action 
ce alone as compatible with happineſs + 
« May not we ſerve God better con- 
ce templatively than manually? or is 


placed in thoſe things which exhauſt, 
ce and conſequently deſtroy, life ?**. - 


Mr. Ros TRUMu. 

Happineſs, my good Sir, can alone 
« ſpring from action. The great Author 
« of ourſelves, whoſe chief end is hap- 
e pineſs, formed us by action. Mutual 
% wants and dependencies have made 

« action neceſſary to felf-preſervation 
* and univerſal induſtry is the preventive 
&« of 


et the ſource of happineſs in this life 


2 


1 


AF 8 2 * 
P'S 1 2 a: 


e 
— - x 
3 


* 
P FI « > defined 
Lo, REY" TR ad . 


5 
2 « ne £6 
$4 wn 


8 ">, . 
$ICS x; 2 A 4 


2 
„ 


1 m n 
= 


ty res; 1 


— 
2 — 


n — r * 


r 
3 


1 A 


- * — 
— * Ly * 
8 


w \ 
- — b 43 
> 7 * i. 
- > 
os F 
p * 


Mz. WILSON. 21 
« of univerſal miſery. Reaſon teaches us 
« action; inſtinct directs brutes to pro- 
« cure ſubſiſtence, and ſtand upon their 
« defence by means of unwearied dili- 
« cence and precaution : as action is ne- 
« ceſſary, it muſt therefore be indiſpen- 
YE | 


Mr. WILSON. 


% Mr, Roſtrum, I can admire your 
eloquence, without being convinced. 
Let me propoſe a plain propoſition to 
CC you. Which do you think was the hap- 
„ pieſt mortal, Alexander the Great, or 
the philoſopher Diogenes? Alexander, 
* who, being already poſſeſſed of his he- 
* reditary kingdom, and reclining in the 
delicious lap of peace, yet, by a reſt- 
| « leſs 
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te leſs diſpoſition, was ſtimulated to run 
&« a thouſand hazards, to traverſe un 0 
« neceſſarily many _ thouſand weary 
« leagues, to be in continual anxieties, 
and never to know the bleſſings of re- j | 
— poſe; or Diogenes, who, devoted to 4 
« eaſe, contented himſelf to remain in- 1 
« active in the circumſcribed limits of a | 
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6 Mr, Pope, in a brief manner, has 
given his opinion of heroes very jullly, 
* in-the following lines: 
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« Heroes are much the ſame, it is 
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agreed, 
From Macedonia's madman to the 
: 80 Swede. 8 3 


e Which 
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« Which opinion I entirely adopt 

« you have therefore, my ſentiments con- 

« cerning Alexander. As for Diogenes 

« I think him the moſt ridiculous 
e madman of the two.“ 
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« How, Sir? Diogenes a madman ?” 
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Mr. RosTRUM. 
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<« Patience, Sir, a few minutes: III 

* explain my meaning immediately, and 
* leave yourſelf to judge. The grand 
* ſource of the madneſs of Diogenes was, 
% miſtaking ſingularity for philoſophy, 
« Amidſt numberleſs bad or raſh actions 
to which Alexander was prompted by 
« his 
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« his ambition, he ſometimes did a ge- 
«-nerous or humane thing; but Dio- 
C genes beheld. mankind in general with 
an eye of diſguſt, and conſequently 
« could have no very great reſpect for 
* the Author of Nature. In his obſerva- 
ﬆ tions on human nature, he turned that 
« end of the perſpective which magnified 
« yices and diminiſhed virtues. Alex- 
« ander was pleaſed. with himſelf when 
6 applauded, and pleaſed with thoſe 
ce who applauded him; if he did much IJ 
& miſchief, he did ſome good 1 but 


„ Diogenes was neither pleaſed | with 
«* himſelf nor any body elſe; he, never 
4 did any good; but, on the contrary, 
4 his example has been productive of 
much evil, by giving a precedent of 
ei the 


MR. WILSON. 25 


«© the; contempt, or at leaſt pretended 
% contempt, of the neceſſaries as well as 
« luxuries of this life. The ambition of 
% Alexander was a kind of pride in ſome 
&« meaſure excuſable by its frequency; 
te the miſanthrophy of Diogenes was a 
« kind of pride which could only ſpring 
e from a bad heart, and therefore excuſa- 
« ble upon no account whatſcever. In 
« ſhort, it was that ſort of pride by whick 
* N affectation of plainne ſs in a quaker 
is more ridiculous than the gaudy pa- 
1. geantry of the moſt conceited cox. 
1 NT. .- GU U770T 30390117150 0008 

Mr. Wilſon perceived that the argu- 
ments which Mr. Roſtrum made uſe of 
had great weight: though he did not ab- 
ſolutely find conviction, he found that it 
Vol. I. 93 > would 


* Mr. 3 avickly perceived that 


part; for he no ways reſembled the ge- 
, nerality of the ſons of the church, who 


was a man of good ſenſe, though his 
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would give him more trouble to re- 
fute them than he choſe to take; he 


therefore replied in a careleſs manner, 


It perhaps may be fo; I cannot ſay that 
I haye conſidered the point ſufficiently 
& to continue the controverſy.” 


he was no longer a welcome gueſt, which 
made him ſoon take his leave, and de- 


imagine their profeſſion a ſanction for 
impertinent intruſion. b 


However warm Mr. Wilſon might be 
on the behalf of a lady whoſe diſpoſition 
ſo nearly reſembled his own; yet, as he 


2 | ſenſe 


Ma. WILSON. 27 
ſenſe wanted the ſpur of action, he 
plainly perceived the impropriety of an 
alliance with a perſon ſo much like him- 
ſelf. It was not one who would do no- 
thing that would ſuit his purpoſe and 
conveniency ; but one who would, if 1 


may be allowed the expreſſion, | be 
double diligent, and do her own buſineſs 


and his too. He was ſoon introduced to 
a Miſs Sharpley, who, being appriſed 
of his temper and diſpoſition, required 
but little ceremony; and the nuptials in 
a ſhort time were celebrated with as little 
noiſe and ſtir as poſſible, to avoid the 
cuſtomary impertinence of congratula- 
tions. 2 hthe4 a 


Mrs. Wilſon had a tolerable ſhare of 
beauty, which received great detriment 
8 from 
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from an intolerable ſhare of affectation. 
She was naturally vain, and it may be 
eaſily imagined that her advancement did 
Not tend to diminiſh her vanity z but in 
diſpoſition ſhe was the very reverſe of her 
hufband, for ſhe never thought herſelf 
happy but when her ſpirits were in a 
Kutter. 0 | * 


As indolence had for a long time been 
the reigning doctrine of the family, the | 
whole houſe ſeemed to have been in a 
dream, from which it was awakened by 
its miſtreſs, who new modeled and 
regulated it according to her own no- 
tions of propriety, 


The ſervants were obliged to be more 
circumſped than formerly in their words 
and 
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and conduct. Every thing wore a face 
of novelty; and Mr. Wilſon, with the 
greateſt ſelf- complacency and inward ſa- 
tisfaction, congratulated himſelf on his 
own wonderful ſagacity, in chuſing a 
perſon as a' partner for life who was ſo 
very capable of managing a familyz as 
every alteration appeared to be conſidera- 
bly for the better, and all that Mrs. 
Wilſon did or faid ſeemed abſolutely. 
right: at leaſt, he had too good an o- 
pinion of his own judgement, to ſuppoſe 
that a woman whom in the height of 


his wiſdom he had taken as an helpmate 
could poſſibly be wrong in any thing. 


Within the twelvemonth Mrs. Wilſon 
was brought to bed of a fine boy, to 


the great joy of the family, except the 
C 3 father, 
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father, who was merely ſatisfied with the 
occurrence; for he found extaſies to be 


much too laborious to have any admit- 
tance into his ſyſtem of happineſs. The 
child, which was chriſtened Francis, was 


confined to the nurſery till it was ſix 
years of age. 


Mrs. Wilſon all this time was em- 
ployed i in giving ſpecimens of her power 
to the ſervants, and ruling the family 
with a rod of iron, which to an indul- 
gent huſband might very eaſily appear 
| to be prudent houſwifry, and neceſſary 
ſeverity while Mr. Wilſon with the 
* greateſt care and circumſpection took a 
9 1 wondrous deal of pains to do nothing. 


— 


Mrs. | 
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Mrs. Wilſon undertook to inſpect the 
education of little Franky, whoſe diſpoli- 
tion even in nonage appeared to be wide- 
ly different from his father's : an enter- 
priſing genius was viſible to an attentive 
obſerver, and his mind and body ſeemed 
to be in continual agitation. 


A private tutor, named Volpone, was 
_ entertained in the family, to cultivate the 
intellects of Mr. Wilſon's ſon and heir. 
He entered upon his office, doucmented 
with the following neceſſary precautions 
by Mrs. Wilſon: “never to chide Maſter . 
“Franky, leſt he ſhould curb his ſpirit, and 
make him too puſillanimous and meek ; 
but at the ſame time never to let him 
** Want correction, leſt he ſhould grow too 
C 4 bold 
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bold to oblige him to attend his book 
« at every opportunity, that he might not 
ce be a dunce; but not to let him read too 
* much, leſt he ſhould hurt his eyes, and 
« learn to poke his chin in his neck—to 
<« prevent him from fitting long in a poſ- 
« ture, to chill his blood; or from running 
« about, to overheat it—to give him his 
way, to encourage him; but to contradict 
<< him, to teach him compliance—toſooth 
« him into a laudable pride; and to croſs 
« him into humility.” 


Mr, Volpone plainty perceived that it 
would be impoſſible for him to comply 
entirely with the abſurd and contradictory 
directions he was likely to receive in this 
family, and therefore very honeſtly de- 


termined to treat them with a total ne- 
glect, 
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glect, that he might employ his Whole 
aſſiduity in the ſtudy of Mrs, Wilſon's 
temper. | 


Mr. Volpone was about fix and forty 
years of age, and under the moſt 
ſanctified countenance concealed the-moſt 
villainous inclinations : avarice and am- 
bition in conjunction ſwayed his ſoul, 
and ſeveral deſerved rebuffs and diſap- 
pointments in life had given him ſuch a 
miſanthropical way of thinking, that to 
deceive and ruin mankind was to him the 
ſupremeſt enjoyment, 


He ſoon found Mrs. Wilſon's blind 
ſide, and made uſe of his diſcovery ac- 
cordingly, by paying his court implicitly 
to her weakneſs : he ſucceeded to his wiſh, 

C5 by 
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by obtaining her entire confidence, and a 
friendſhip which on her ſide was ſincere, 


Mr. Wilſon's inactive way of life had 
thrown him into a decline; and when he 
was informed by the phy ſicians that no- 
thing but exerciſe could re-eſtabliſh his 
health, he told them, . they were a parcel 
of ignorant empirics, to pretend that 
c would aſſiſt him which would certainly 
« deſtroy him, to preſcribe exerciſe as a 
© remedy when nothing but eaſe could be 
© beneficial.” 


Thus obſtinately bent on a perſeve- 
rance 1n the indulgence of his favour- 
ite foible, he fell a reſolute martyr to in- 
dolence in the flower of his age, being 


but four and thirty when he died. 
When 
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When his funeral obſequies were over, 
Mrs. Wilſon, who appeared to be incon- 
ſolable for the loſs of ſo quiet, eaſy, af- 
fable, and good a huſband, devoted her- 
ſelf entirely to a deity whom Mr. Wilſon 
had never known ſhe worſhiped; and 
indeed ſhe was fo private in her devotions 
during her huſband's life-time, that it was 
hardly poſſible for him to get the leaſt 
inkling of the affair: I mean, Bacchus, 
the jolly god of red noſes and broken 
ſhins. She was ſo zealous in her adora- 


4 tion of this deity, and ſo fervent in the 
W Bacchanalian myſteries, that it greatly 
impaired her health; which the artful 
Volpone perceiving, redoubled his aſſidui- 


ty and attention, which ſo entirely won 
on the credulity of the infatuated widow, 


C5 i that 
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that ſhe immediately made her will, be- 
queathing to him a legacy of five hun- 
dred pounds, and making him her ſole 
executor : to this power ſhe added the 
guardianſhip of her darling ſon, with a 
ſtipulated- yearly appointment as a gra- 
tuity for his trouble. 


In a ſhort time after ſhe had made her 
will, her favourite cordials eaſed her of 
all her cares in this life, and ſent her to 
the aſſiſtance of her deceaſed helpmate 
in the other; though her death was at- 
tended with ſome ſuſpicion that Volpone 
had been qualifying ſome of the bottles 
with a compoſing draught of his own 
Preparation, 
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Mrs. Wilſon's will had been witneſſed 
only by two favourite ſervants, who, 
being poſſeſſed of a conſiderable ſum of 
money, determined to join their ſtocks 


together by marriage; which being ſoon 
after performed, they ſet out for Ireland, 
their native country. | 


Volpone foon after received an authentic 
account, that the ſhip wherein they ſailed 
had been loſt, and that every ſoul in it 
had periſhed. He exulted exceedingly 
at the intelligence, and determined as foon 


as poſſible to avail himſelf of it to his 
own emolument, 


Although Volpone had entirely ne- 
glected the education of young Wilſon, 
nature 
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nature had been kind, by ſupplying him 
with an imagination uncommonly bright, 
and a memory tenaciouſly retentive. He 
had happily availed himſelf of the fa- 
vours of our common Parent, and, by an 
application at once laudable and intenſe, 
had made himſelf maſter of thoſe accom- 
pliſhments, of which, through Volpone's 
omiſſion of duty, he muſt have been total- 
ly ignorant, had his temper been as in- 
dolent as his father's. 


Volpone placed him in a public ſemi- 
nary, with a very circumſcribed allow- 
ance, which occaſioned him to undergo 
numberleſs mortifications, and ſo exaſper- 
ated him againſt his guardian, that the 
very day he arrived at age he ſet out for 


Volpone's, and upon his arrival immedi- 
ately 
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ately demanded an accompt of his for- 


tune, 


But figure to yourſelf the ſurprize of 
Julius Cæſar when he ſaw his beloved 
Brutus among thoſe who had conſpired. 
againſt his life, and were about to perpe- 
trate the horrid murder — the image 
may preſent you with an idea of Mr. 
Wilſon's conſternation, when Volpone in- 
formed him, * that his mother cut him 
« off with a ſhilling,” 


Cut me off!” he cried; my fond, my 
« doating, my loving, and beloved mo- 
« ther, cut me off with a ſhilling! impoſ- 
« ſible !?? 


Not 
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* 


_ 


4 Not at all impoſſible,” replied the calm 


villain — there's no accounting for wo- 
men swhims — beſides, the perverſeneſs 
« of your diſpolition had intirely alienated 
* her affections from you: her whole for- 
&« tune ſhe bequeathed to me; but l, out of 
t a tender regard for you, and overlooking 
6 your numberleſs faults, as well as from 
« the natural benevolenceof my diſpoſition, 
« have never acquainted you with the truth 


«till now, when your precipitation and inſo- 
« jence make ſuch an ecclairciſſement neceſ- 
«ſary, Beſides,” the villain concluded with a 
malicious ſmile of exulting ſatisfaction, 
« you muſt be very ſenſible that it little 
e behoves you to behave in ſo unbecoming 
« a manner, ſince you owe your education 


entirely 


Mx. WILSON. 47 


« entirely to my good nature and com- 
e paſſion,” 


Amazement prevented Mr. Wilſon 
from replying, or he would hardly have 
permitted Volpone to have proceeded 


thus far: but at length his rage ſubſiding 
ſufficiently to allow him utterance, and 


fired with indignation at ſuch a piece of 
complicated villainy, he demanded a ſight 
of the will; when Volpone told him very 


coolly, © that it was regiſtered in the com- 
** mons ; therefore, as he had already made 


* one journey to him to demand a ſight of 
eit, he had nothing farther to do but to 


* make another to the commons, where he 
** would be informed that ſuch a demand 


** was impertinent.“ 


Stagnated 
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Stagnated at the effrontery with which 
he meant to cover his villainy with the 
appearance of an integrity conſcientiouſly 
calm, and aſtoniſhed at his cavalier man- 
ner of behaviour, poor Mr. Wilſon quit- 
ted the houſe, and, upon ſearching the 
commons for the will, he was morally 
certain that it muſt be a forged one, ſince 
its purport was bat Volpone aſſerted 
it to be. N ä 


After making the moſt diligent en- 
quiries, and obtaining the beſt advice, he 
found he muſt ſubmit to his fate; for the 
artful villain had taken his meaſures too 
ſecurely to be eaſily diſpoſſeſſed of that 
to which he had contrived to make the 
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law give him a title, ſo contrary to the 
rules of equity. 


With a proper and manly reſignation 
Mr. Wilſon kiſſed the wayward hand of 
fortune, and determined, by frugality, 
induſtry, and an intenſe application to 
buſineſs, to regain her favours z con- 
vinced of the validity of the celebrated 
Latin moto, Labor omnia vincit ; and, as 
things turned out ſo contrary to his ex- 
pectations, congratulating himſelf upon 
being of a diſpoſition ſo diametrically, 
oppoſite to that of his father. 


By the help of a diſtant relation, who 
had ſcarcely ever been noticed by the 
family, yet had always been fond of 
young Francis, he procured an appoint- 
| ment 
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ment to go to Boſton in New England, 
as ſupercargo to a merchant, and was 


fitted out for the ſtation accordingly by 
this relation. | 


Before he departed from his native 
country, he reſolved to paſs one ſocial 
evening at a tavern which he had fre- 
quented during his ſhort reſidence in 
London. After ſupper, the diſcourſe 
naturally turned upon his intended de- 
| parture, and the misfortune which com- 
pelled him to take ſuch a voyage, when, 
Volpone's name being mentioned with a 
proper degree of deteſtation, a young 
gentleman, who had never heard of his 
connection with Mr. Wilſon, told the 
company that he was not any way ſur- 
prized at the villainy of the fact, ſince it 


Was 
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was tranſacted by Volpane, one of the 
moſt expert agents of the infernal enemy 
to making and offered, if it was agree- 
able to the company, to give them a re- 
cital of ſome of the principal actions of 
this notorious diſgrace to human nature, 

aſſuring them he was well enabled to 
perform the taſk, as he was thoroughly 
acquainted with many of his diabolical 
ſchemes and flagitious tranſactions, from 


his childhood till near the time of his en- 


tering into Mr. Wilſon's family, as he 


afterwards found upon comparing dates. 


The company aſſured him they ſhould 
be greatly obliged to him for the narra- 
tive, as the actions of the villainous 


could 
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could not be too much expoſed, in order 
to put mankind upon their guard. 


The company being filent, he began 
thus: . 


« MEMOIRS 
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OLPONE's real name is Smith, 
which for ſeveral cogent reaſons 
he has thought proper to change for the 
appellation by which he is at preſent diſ- 
tinguiſhed. | 


Nothing in nature is more undeniably 
true than the reciprocal” proverb, which 
{4 - affirms, 
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affirms, © that a wiſe man may beget a 
&« fool, and a fool become father to a wiſe 
* man,” by the ſame alternative in the 
principles of generation, an honeſt man 
may have a knaviſh ſon, and a rogue 
have a man of integrity for his heir. 
This was exactly the caſe with reſpect to 
Volpone, whoſe father was a man of 
ſtrict honeſty, by trade a jeweller, who, 
though in no wiſe opulent, maintained 
his family with a kind of decent gen- 


tility. 


Volpone was an only child, and con- 
ſequently engroſſed the whole attention 
of his parents. When he was about five 
years of age, he was placed at a very 
genteel day ſchool, where his genius for 
the polite arts and for knavery kept 
42 | | pace 


* 
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pace d bes though they were not 
equally conſpicuous, for he was a 
thorough maſter of hypocriſy from his 
childhood. | 


His ls. diſpoſition to cringe and 
fawn, which was accounted good nature, 
together with his application to his 
ſtudies and rapid improvements, won the 


hearts of both bis parents and tutors. 
| > VI CW Sh $6] # 02 21 J 
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During his; attendance on \ this ſchool, 
books were continually. miſſing, . for 
which the children o of the pooreſt parents 
were continually, blamed, though, Vol- 
pone was the only guilty perſon, who 
found means to diſpoſe- of them to a 

Vol. I. . D man 
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man who kept a book-ſtall at ſome dif- 
| tance. | 


His avaricious temper appeared very 
early. When any one of his playfellows 
had loſt his marbles, he was always ready 
ro ſupply his wants, provided he placed 
ſomething i in his cuſtody which ſhould 
be more than equivalent to the value of 
the marbles, by way of ſecurity; and on 
theſe conditions, that he was to keep 
the pawn if the perſon ſo favoured loſt; 
but on the contrary, if he won, It was 
a ſtipulated point, that Volpone ſhould 
receive a fourth of the number he had 


Tent, over the ſaid number, by way of 


intereſt, 


He 


8 
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He watched ſuch children as were 


cloyed with food by their fondly miſ- 


taken parents, and frequently purchaſed 
their rolls and butter, or rolls and trea · 
cle, for a trifle, which he immediately re: 
ſold at a conſiderable profit to others, 
the craving of whoſe appetites ſtimu- 
lated them to part from their money. 


Like a true connoiſſeur in the human 
heart, whenever his companions appeared 
weary of their toys, he ſeized the oppor- 
tunity to convert them to his own uſe, 
and enjoyed thern till an occaſion pre- 
ſented to avail himſelf of the juvenile 
avidity of others, and to gain an exor- 
bitant conſideration. 


D 2 A 
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As he grew up, he improved in 
roguery, and frequently found oppor- 
tunities of converting ſeveral ſtray ſtones 
and jewels, belonging to his father, to his 
own private emolument ; which he was 
enabled to do, by his acquaintance with 
a Jew boy, who brought him acquainted 
with his father, as honeſt an Iſraelite as 
ever made his exit at Tyburn: this 
worthy ſon of Levi ſoon perceived our 
hero's diſpoſition, and, by tampering 
with it, found his account in their 
private negotiations, very much to his 
own ſatisfaction. | | 


Volpone did not, like other boys, 
ſquander away the fruits of his in- 
genuity z no, prudence in him was an 

innate 


3 


. 
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innate Principle, and avarice his ruling 
paſſion : he hoarded up his money with 
the greateſt privacy poſſible, as his mind 
foreboded that time would preſent him 
with an occaſion of turning it to ad- 
vantage. 


In his father's neighbourhood was a 
capital oil ſhop : the till was fixed to a 
pillae which ſupported the roof of the 
ſhop z he had frequently obſerved the 
ſervant change gold from the till, and 
afterwards put the gold in an apartment 
belonging to the ſame till, but ſeparate 
from the ſilver, from whence he con- 
cluded, that a conſiderable ſum of mo- 
ney was generally depolited therein. 


„„ 
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He had likewiſe obſerved, that when. 
any perſon went to- the ſhop for pickled 
walnuts, the ſervant always fetched them 
from the cellar in whatever veſſel/the 
_ cuſtomer brought, who. was always left 
in the ſhop till he came up again: this. 
he knew to be a fair opportunity, if the 
maſter happened to be at dinner (as no. 
perſon then but the man would be in 
the ſhop), to examine the till. The only 
article which made him doubtful of his 
ſuccefs, in gaining poſſeſſion of part of its 
contents, was his uncertainty with re- 
ſpe& to its being left locked or unlocked: 
however, he reſolved to ſpend a few. 
pence in clearing up his doubts, 


To 
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To this end, he bought à common 
ſtone baſon, and about the duſk of the 
evening repairing to the ſhop, he aſked 
for two-penny-worthof pickled walnuts: 
the ſhopman took his baſon, and i imme- 
diately deſcended into the cellar for 
them; he had before watched the 
maſter's going out, and had therefore 
nothing to do but to examine the till, 
which, to his great joy, he found open: 
he flipped his hand into it with great 
dexterity, and drew forth a guinea, with 
which he-at that time contented himſelf, 


The- man returned, gave him his 
pickled walnuts, received the two- 
pence (not in the leaſt ſuſpecting what 
had paſſed) ; and he left che ſhop with an 

D4 air 
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air as unconcerned as if inſpired by con- 


ſeious integrity. 


He continued this practice, till he had 
extracted from the till, at different times, 
by the ſame means, better than twenty 
pounds: the ſervant knew nothing of 
the matter; the maſter, who frequently 
counted the money in the day time, at 
oight would often be very much ſur- 
prized to find the ſum leſſened, though 
he had ſeen ſeveral additions made to it 
ſubſequent to the time of his inſpection. 


He farmed , ſome neighbours, in 
| whom he could confide, of the affair ; 
and taking them with him one morning, 
he counted the money belonging to the 
till before them, unperceived by the 
TY ſhopman ; 


Ma. WILSON. 57 


ſhopman; he then went and paſſed the 
day with them: they all returned to- 
gether at night; and counting the money, 
ſeventeen ſhillings were miſſing, for 
Volpone had that afternoon made bold 
with two guineas, and only five and 
twenty ſhillings had been taken in the 
ſhop, ſo that a deficiency of ſeventeen 
ſhillings conſequently appeared. 


Every former ſurmiſe of the maſter's 
was now confirmed, and the opinion of 
his friends gave a ſanction to his ſuſ- 
picions; he ſent for a conſtable imme- 
diately, and ordered him to take his ſer- 
vant into cuſtody, not in the leaſt regard- 
ing his aſſeverations of innocence : he 
was taken before a juſtice of the peace, 
who committed him to Newgate. 


D 5 mh He 
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He took his trial at the Old Bailey 
at the enfuing ſeſſions; and circumſtances. 
appearing ſtrong - againſt him, he was 
condemned to be tranſported for life. 


He had a wife and two children, who 
depended ſolely on his labour. Tears, 
prayers, ſupplications, and petitions, 
were tried; but all being found ineffec- 
tua), he ſet fail in the ſhip deſtined to 
convey the tranſports to Virginia. 


This accident obliged Volpone to re- 
frain from any ſimilar attempt for ſome 
time; but his inſatiable avarice at length 
prompted him to repeat thoſe particulars 
which he found ſo lucrative, 


Ag 
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As ſufferings make people ſuſpicions, 
the maſter had ſince the above affair 
been very circumſpect with regard to 
every article which concerned the ſhop : 
Volpone had therefore not made many 
ſucceſsful journies to the till, before he 
fell under his immediate ſuſpicion; he 
communicated his thoughts to his new 
ſervant, who came to him recommended 
in the ſtrongeſt manner for honeſty and 
fidelity: they agreed upon a plot to de- 
tect him, and put it in execution ac- 
cordingly. 


At dinner time, and towards the 
evening, the uſual times of Volpone's. 
appearance, the maſter for ſeveral days 
waited upon the cellar ſtairs, to be ready 
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to ſally upon him the moment the ſer- 
vant had taken his baſon for the walnuts, 
and retired from the ſhop : a week ex- 
pired unſucceſsfully ; at length Volpone 
appeared about the cloſe of the day, and 
their plot had the deſired effect; for 
he was detected in the very fact, and 


a marked guinea, which he had that mo- 
ment taken from the till, found in his 
hand. | 


His father was immediately ſent for; 
and being made acquainted with the 
affair, he ſtrove to compromife matters 
amicably, and with as little ſtir as poſſi- 

ble; which was effected, more out of re- 
ſpect to himſelf, than any regard which 
might 
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might be paid to his ſon's promiſes of 
amendment, | 


His father, took him that very even- 
ing into the country, not knowing, if 
the affair ſhould take wind, what other 
complaints of a like nature might ap- 
pear againſt him from other neighbours, 
as he. began to look upon his ſon in a 
quite different light from what he had 
ever before beheld him : and did not ima- 


gine that this artful affair was the only 
one of the kind he had ever tranſacted. 


He therefore wiſely placed him in a 
country boarding ſchool, - with a par- 
ticular charge to keep a vo ſtrict eye 
over him. 


The 
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The maſter now repented his ſeverity 
to his ſervant, and was very aſſiduous 
till he had procured an order from the 
Secretary's office, ſigned by his Majeſty, 
and ſealed with the great ſeal of Eng- 
land, to recal him from an undeſerved 
baniſhment. In the mean time he pro- 
vided for his wife and two children, 
whom ke took out of the workhouſe, 
here they had been ever ſince the poor 
man's misfortune. | 


On the return of a veſſel from Virginia, 

the maſter was informed that his unhap- | 
py ſervant had been ſeized with a fever 
ſoon after his departure from England, 
which had ended his life in a very ſhort 
time. This intelligence ſo affected his 
6 wife, 
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wife, that ſhe immediately fainted away, 
became delirious, and expired in about 
three days after in the greateſt agonies.. 


All imaginable care was taken of the 
children; but the eldeſt, a girl of about 
fourteen years. of age, was afflicted to 
ſuch a degree on the death of her mother, 
that ſhe was ſeized with convulſions, 
that brought on a fever, which her bro- 
ther who could never be kept from her 
caught, and they both fell victims to its 
malignancy. | 


The maſter, finding himſelf the inno- 
cent cauſe of ſo many misfortunes, pined 
with inward grief, and fell into a de- 
cline, that ſoon put a period to his ex- 
iſtence, Thus Was Volpone's firſt capi- 

g tal 
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tal piece of villainy the deſtruction of 
five innocent people. 


But to return to our hero. He could 
not find at Mr. Definer's ſchool, where 
his father had placed him, any. oppor- 
tunity of playing the pranks .he would 
have been glad to have exhibited, or 
rather to have ated unſeen : hut idle- 
neſs was no ways pleaſing to him, his 
imagination was too warm to remain in- 
active; he therefore plied his book with 
double diligence, in order to regain his 
father's good graces, if poſſible; he 
thoroughly underſtood whatever he at- 
tempted to inveſtigate, and his genius 
ſeemed to be the ſword which was to cut 
the Gordian knot of the ſciences ; which 


example ſhould warn any perſons of 
ſhining 


; 
E 
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ſhining talents from pluming themſelves 
too much on their natural and acquired 
accompliſhments, unleſs a benevolence 


of heart, and rectitude of principles, 
give a ſanction to their ſelf-approba- 


tion. 


When our hero arrived at his ſixteenth 
year, his father articled him to an at- 
torney, to ſerve a five years clerkthip, 


In this ſtation his genius had full 
ſcope : he carefully ſtudied the wrong 
fide of the law, and thumbed over 
numberleſs volumes of reports and caſes, 
to find out precedents to befriend vil- 
lainy in ethers, and to levy with im- 


punity 
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punity unjuſt contributions on mankind 
himſelf. 


About this time his father was bound 
in a very conſiderable ſum for an ac- 
quaintance, who: treacherouſly left him 
to the mercy of the creditor, eſcaping to 
Holland to ſecure bimſelf from others 
who became importunate in their de- 
mands. This affair broke his wife's: 
heart, and himſelf ſoon after followed 
ber, to the grave, dying inſolvent. 


Volpone was now diſappointed in the 
ſchemes which he had formed, in ex- 
pectation of what he ſhould enjoy after 
his father's deceaſe; he found, he muſt 
now be obliged entirely to his own dili- 

gence 
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gence and ingenuity in attaining a for- 
tune, the ſummum bonum of his moſt ſan- 
guine wiſhes, 


He remained with the attorney till 
that gentleman died, which happened: 
about four years after his being articled 
to him; not that you are to ſuppoſe he 
lived honeſt all this time: for he availed 
himſelf of his talents, to the increaſe of 
his ill-gotten hoard, whenever any oppor- 
tunity preſented, 


Volpone was now left to the wide 
world, to ſhift for himſelf; his whole 
fortune conſiſted of a tolerably decent 
wardrobe, and. about two hundred 
pounds in ready money: he was ſenſible 
that fo. ſmall a capital would allow him. 
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to cut but a trifling figure as an at- 
rorney, and the inſignificancy of his ſi- 
tuation would effectually bar the gates 
of preferment againſt him: he deter- 
mined therefore to look out for ſome 
avocation which might preſent a fairer 
proſpect of future golden days. 


In a ſhort time, he heard of a gentle- 
man, named Tangent, that kept an emi- 
nent boarding ſchool, at the diſtance of 
about twenty miles from London, who 
wanted a perſon as an aſſiſtant! to this 
gentleman Volpone found means to get 
himſelf recommended; terms were mu- 
tually agreed to, and Volpone entered 
chearfully upon his new employment, 


He 
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He was to receive a ſalary of fifty 
guineas per annnum, which, together 

with ſome very conſiderable perquiſites, 
he deemed preferable to any of the lower 
places under the government, where the 
ſalary is very ſmall, and the ad- 
vancement but ſlow; and his intereſt did 
not extend to the procuration of any 
thin g conſiderable. 


He had not been long in this place, 
before an elderly gentlewoman, who kept 
a ladies boarding ſchool in the neigh- - 
bourhood, employed him, upon an ad- 
vantageous ſtipend, to attend her ſchool 
twice in the week, in order to teach the 


young ladies French; by this means he 
had an opportunity of conſidering more 
attentively 
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attentively than he had hitherto done, 
the charms of the beautiful part of the 
creation. One young lady, above the 
reſt, particularly attracted his notice. 
Volpone's heart was very ſuſceptible of 


laſcivious impreſſions : he fancied at firſt, 
that when he gazed upon her, it was 
only with a kind of philoſophical Curio» 
ſity, as upon one of the faireſt copies of 
the works of nature; but when he per- 
ceived that he was uneafy when abſent 
from the ſchool, and his behavidur con- 
ſtrained before the beautiful Lucinda, ak 
thoꝰ diſengaged when ſſie was not preſent, 
his: penetration would not any longet 
permit him to remain ſelſt deluded; he 
perceived that the God of Love had 
wounded him, though he had not ab- 

ſolutely 
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ſolutely blinded him. I will repeat you 
an Elegy, deſcriptive of Lucinda's per- 
ſon, which Volpone compoſed- while un- 
der the higheft paroxyſm of his paſſion, 
which I have been informed (for I never 
ſaw the lady myſelf) is no exaggera- 
tion, though wrote by a lover: 


BEAUTY. 
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“Come, bright Imagination, to my aid, 
Till I the portrait of Lucinda ſhow, 
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And, while! paint the beauties of the maid, 
Aſſiſt, Deſcription, and augment the 
| glow. 


— 


II. Then 
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II. 
Then let me firſt depict a ſnowy ſkin, 
Such as might grace the bolom of 2 
queen, | | 
Where the blue ſwelling veins appear 
within 


In tides of blood meandring to be ſeen, 
III. 
Lips of vermillion hue, and glowing 
_ cheeks 


 Thardimna the e | 
ding roſe z 


A ſparkling eye, where humid rights! 
_ 'neſsſpeaks, 


And radiant glory into. meaning flows, 
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IV. 


A riſing forehead delicately high, 
Form'd from beholders to command 
3 reſpect; 

A lily neck, where thouſand Cupids lie 
With jetty ringlets elegantly deck'd. 


V. 


An eaſy pleaſing prominence of breaſt, 
Where the warm hills of animated 
ſnow | 
Pant up and down, as ſueing to be preſs'd, 
Shrink from the touch, and ſhrinking 
doubly glow. 


V4 
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VI. 


A plealing motion and a winning mien, 
A look attractive and a ſprightly air ; 
Yet bluſhing modeſty, conſpicuous 
9 
Illumines ev'ry action of the faire 


VII. 


The ſoul with ſounds melodious to en- 
trance, 
The inſtrumental and the vocal ſwell, 


To lead with artful ſtep the mazy dance, 


Swim to ſoft notes, or on the figure 
dwell; 
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VII. 


Graces to others arts like theſe beſtow; 
But from Lucinda, to all graces born, 
Receive mare charms than ſhe to them 
| can owe, 

Adorn'd by her, while aiming to 


adorn,” 


By this Elegy, which in ſome meaſure 
diſplay's Volpone's poctical abilities, we 
may perceive that Lucinda's beauty only 
was the object of his admiration and paſ- 
ſion, though I have been credibly in- 
formed that the beauties of that young 
lady's mind exceeded thoſe of her perſon; 
but the villainous ſaul of Volpone was 

6 incapable 
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incapable of a rational attachment; the 
tender feelings of two hearts devoted to 
virtue, and the ſeraphic part of the ſoft 
paſſion, he had no manner of conception 
of: avarice, ambition, pride, luſt, and 
cruelty, reigned with anarchy through- 
out his whole compoſition, and his 


genius was the inſtrument through which 
they annoyed mankind, | 


His paſſion was not in the leaſt abated 
by hearing that ſhe was an heireſs, and 
would poſſeſs fifteen hundred a year the 
moment ſhe became of age. Marriage 
he did not preſume, nor even dare, to 
think of; his own circumſtagices” were 
the leaſt obſtacle; he underſtood the 
tenor of the marriage act too well, to 
put to ſo great a hazard his own pre- 


- 
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cious perſon, for which he entertained 


a moſt profound reſpect; but to poſſeſs 
her he reſolved, if he could poſlibly 
effect it, by the aſſiſtance of his own 
cunning, of which he had a very great 
opinion, and the help of his good friend 
the devil, whoſe aid he determined ta 
implore with the greateſt fervency. 


The mere gratification of his laſcivious 


deſires was not the only end he propoſed 
in the ſuccefs of his ſchemes : he imagin- 
ed, if he could once gain the poſſeſſion of 
her perſon, he could eaſily ſecure her 
heart till the period of her becoming of 
age, when marriage would enſure to him, 
what he deemed the bulwark of happi- 
neſs, viz, a fortune, 


He 
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| He well knew he could never obtain 
ſufficient opportunities to wean her by 
degrees from a virtuous way of think- 
ing, by means of fallacious arguments 
and inſinuating tales, calculated for ſuch 
diabolical purpoſes; neither would he 
venture to put books of a vicious ten- 
dency into her hands, leſt they ſhould 
fall under the inſpection of thoſe who 
might fruſtrate his deſigns, and render 
his darling ſcheme abortive : neither 
was he certain he could ſucceed by ſuch 
means, for the young lady, though but 
ſeventeen, ſhewed a ſtrength of thought 
far beyond her years. Her prudence, 


good ſenſe, and unaffeted modeſty,gaveno 
encouragement to ſuch attacks: he there - 


fore determined not to give any alarm 
E 4 which 
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which might throw difficulties in his way, 
or raiſe ſuſpicions to interfere with his 
plan of operations, 


The firſt thing to be known was, the 
chamber in which ſhe lay. This he ſoon 
diſcovered, by means of one of the maids, 
who innocently told him what ſhe could 
not imagine there was any neceſſity to 
conceal, He alſo had the additional ſa · 
tisfaction to find ſhe lay alone. 


The governeſs was obliged to go to 
London, on ſome affairs of emergency, 
which were likely to detain her three or 
four days: Volpone determined to ſeize 
this opportunity to put his deſigns in 
practice. 


Lucinda 
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Lucinda was remarkably fond of 
poetry. Accordingly, the very firſt even- 
ing after the old Jady's departure, he put 
4 new poem in his pocket, which had 
been juſt publiſhed, and which he knew 

Lucinda had never ſeen ; and went di- 
rectly to the ſchool, pretending that his 
viſit was merely to preſent her with the 
publication, 


She aſked him to ſit down; it was 
not his buſineſs to diſobey her, and he 
afterwards appeared to be in no hurry to 
depart. Supper-time approached; ſhe 
deſired him to ſtay ſupper 3 he was eaſily 
entreated, and took his ſeat accordingly. 
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It may ſurprize ſome, that ſhe had ſuch 


liberty; but this ſchool was not under 
thoſe ſtrict regulations which ſome think 
ſo neceſſary in ſeminaries of this 
kind; regulations which make a ladies 
boarding ſchool in a free country appear 
like a convent of nuns in a Roman Ca- 
tholic monarchical ſtate ; but which are 
productive of much evil, ſince we ſee 
ſuch frequent examples of young ladies, 
who fy ſuch reſtrictions, binding their 
faith, and giving up their perſons, to 
the firſt man who aſked them the queſ- 
tion, merely to eſcape thoſe ſhackles 
which it was unneceſſary to confine them 
with. 
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But in this ſchool no rules ſo ſeverely 
ridiculous were put in practice. The re- 
gulations uſed were ſuch as the young 
ladies ſtood ſelf· convicted were abſolutely 
neceſſary, and therefore aſſented to with 
pleaſure. A ſameneſs of treatment ſe- 
cured unanimity and peace, a laudable 
diſtance engaged reſpect, while the mild- 
eſt uſage won the heart. 


After ſupper, Volpone took an occaſion 
officiouſly to hand a glaſs of wine to 
Lucinda, who through politeneſs drank 
it, though ſhe ſeldom drank any with- 
out water being mixed with it: in this 
wine he had taken care to infuſe a cer- 
tain compoſition, which he had prepared 
on purpoſe, and which he knew would 

E 6 render 


1 MEMOIRS OF 


render thoſe who ſwallowed it ſenſeleſs, 


for ſeveral hours, to all occurrences, 


though it would not take effect imme- 
diately. 


He ſoon after took his leave, and re- 
tired, meditating on the ſucceſs of his 
plot. About midnight, when he judged 
that all the young ladies and their at- 
tendants were locked in the arms of their 

_ firſt ſleep, he left Mr. Tangent's houſe, 
without making the leaſt noiſe, or dif- 


turbing any perſon. 


In the garden belonging to the ladies 
ſchool he found a ladder, which he had 
before obſerved, and deſtined to ſerve 
his purpoſe : he placed it againſt the wall 
_ cloſe to Lucinda's window; as it was a 
| caſement, 
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caſement, he took out a quarry of glaſs, 
by ripping open the lead which incloſed 
and confined it; the glaſs he placed care- 
fully on a ledge of the bricks; then, pu- 
ting his hand through the vacancy, he 
opened the window, and entered the room 
very eaſily, where he ſoon accompliſhed 
his deteſtable purpoſe, triumphing over 
the inſenſibly paſſive maid, whoſe facul- 
ties remained faſt locked up by his ſom» 
niferous preparation. 


After perpetrating this vile: deed, he 
went out of the room as he came in,, 
and, ſhutting the window, faſtened the 
glaſs in its place as before; then, return- 
ing the ladder to its former ſtation, he 
took particular care to deface the marks 
of its two legs, and the impreſſion of his 
| on 
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own feet, which would otherwiſe have 
appeared in the ſoft bed of mould; and 
returning home, ſoon got into bed, where 


he remained till morning, ruminating on 


When Lucinda awoke the next day, 
ſhe was greatly ſurprized to find it twelve 
o'clock at noon, and more ſo when the 
maids informed her they had tried all 
poſſible means to wake her, ſeveral 
times, but without ſucceſs; that they 
began to be greatly terrified about her, 
fearing ſhe was in an apopiexy. She 
was likewiſe ſenſible of a great alteration 
in herſelf, though inſenſible from 
whence it could proceed ; and was 
greatly bewildered in every conjecture 
concerning the whole of her indiſpoſition. 


In 
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In the afternoon Volpone drank tea 
with her, and again found means to ad- 
miniſter a ſecond doſe of the ſame drug, 
which, as ſhe took it ſooner than the 


night before, obliged her to retire ſooner 
than ordinary to reſt at night. Volpone | 
repeated his viſit with the ſame ſucceſs 
and the young lady aroſe ſooner the 
next morning, having retired very early, 
and the effect of the ſecond doſe not 


being an lo potent as the firſt. 


He privately exulted in the ſucceſs of 
his projects; nor did one corroding 
thought diſturb the joy with which his 
heart was replete, through the proſper- 
ous event of his premeditated villainy. 
The return of the governeſs prevented 

| any 


as MEMOIRS OF 


any future repetition of his libidinous 
viſits; neither, if he had had an oppor- 
tunity, would he have continued ſuch 
hazardous attempts, as his principal end 
was for the preſent anſwered, though 
ſuch paſſive enjoyments were far from 
fatisfying his deſires... | 


Some time after, Lucinda began to 

diſcover ſigns of pregnancy: her appear. 
ance ſurprized every one; it was how- 
ever conjectured that ſhe had a dropſy, 
and proper remedies were accordingly 
tried, till time put the affair beyond a 
doubt, and the phyſicians were poſitive 


as to the real cauſe of Lucinda's indiſ- 
poſition. * 


All 
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All who knew her were alarmed. 
Her virtuous education, her good ſenſe; 
the ſeeming purity of her ſoul, never 
agitated by violent paſſions, or in the 
leaſt ſwayed by any inclination not laud- 
able, together with an appearance of in- 
vincible modeſty, which to all ſeemed 
vnaffected, made them ready to doubt the 
teſtimony of their own ſenſes, and the 
phyficians aſſertions: but on the contrary 
ſide of the queſtion—what could they 
think?—demonſtration muſt carry con- 
viction with it; nor was it poſſible for them, 
on cooler reflection, to deny their aſſent 
to a thing which appeared indiſputably : 
true, : 


At 
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At laſt they diſcovered that their 
doubts ſprang from compaſſion only, 
and not from any perſuaſion of her in- 
nocence. Her warmth in defence of her 
purity, and ſolemn aſſeverations of being 
undefiled either in body or mind, ſerved 
only to miſlead them; till the arguments 
pro and con turned upon this ſingle 
point, That the whole affair muſt be a 
great myſtery, or Lucinda a great hypo- 
crite, 


Lucinda's uncle, who was her guar- 
dian and only relation, was made ac- 
quainted with the unhappy caſe of his 
niece. He came to the ſchool ; he preſ- 
ſed her to reveal what ſhe knew of the 


affair to one who, in conſideration of 
his 
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his former love, might be won by ker 
ſincerity to forgive the ſlip ſhe had 
made, and act the part of the fond pa- 
rent the ſame as hitherto : bur ſhe cat- 


led Heaven to witneſs her innocence, and 
affirmed, by every thing ſacred, that ſhe 
had not the leaſt knowledge of the cauſe 
of her unhappineſs, 


She ſpoke with ſo much earneſtneſs, 


and ſuch an air of truth, that her uncle 


could not wholly diſbelieve her. He 
was as much puzzled as the reſt, and all 
concerned remained in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, 


Volpone contrived to get into com- 
pany with the uncle. He bewailed the 
misfortune of his niece, with the greateſt 

| | ſeeming 
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ſeeming ſincerity ; careleſsly obſerving, 
ee that perhaps ſhe had been artfully de- 
c luded, and might unhappily have con- 
s ceived too tender an affection for the 
«* delinquent, to be eafily perſuaded to 
« give him up to the reſentment of thoſe 


L who had a right to be offended.” 


Upon this, her uncle flew to her again, 
and urged her on this head; telling her, 
« if the object was unworthy of her 
* perfon and fortune, and yet was in 
poſſeſſion of her heart, he would wave 
«all other conſiderations to make her 
« happy; or, on the contrary, if the of: 
fender was her equal or ſuperior, he 


would find the means to make him 
« do her juſtice.” 


What 
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What could the tendereſt parent have 
done more? or what could the unhappy 
lady do more than ſhe had done to ſet 
his doubting heart at reſt? * 


Volpone, finding his plot ſufficiently 
ripe, begged her uncle to permit him to 
ſpeak to Lucinda in private; as he had 
ſomething to propoſe which might tend 
to make her eaſier. The uncle ac- 
quieſced, without enquiring into the 
particulars of his intended propoſition, 


When they were alone, he expreſſed 


his ſorrow for her unhappineſs in the 


molt reſpectful manner, and then pro- 
ceeded as follows: | 


* Amiable 
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- < Amiable Miſs, I have long admired 
<« the beauties of your mind and perſon, 
« and long fancied that adiniration to be 
4e only ſuch as a timorous ſubje& pays 
te to the ſhining diadem of his monarch; 
« but your ſufferings have awakened me 
« from my dream. I find I am more 
1 intimately concerned than 1 thought, 
« in whatever diſturbs you. All the 
<« tender anxieties of love have ſeized 
« me: yes, amiable Miſs, I love you, 
4 tenderly love you; but with a purity 
e which unaffected piety feels when it 
« kneels at the ſhrine of adoration. 
« Excuſe my boldneſs; the neceſſity of 
6 the caſe requires ſuch an addreſs, 
« which is not the leſs reſpectful becauſe 
" ' precipitate. With regard to the cauſe 
6 of 
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« of your preſent unhappineſs, I truly 
« believe you guiltleſs: there is un- 
« doubtedly ſome great myſtery in the 
« affair, which time may providentially 
« clear up. But I think you ſpotleſs 
« and undefiled in mind. I know you 
innocent! feel it here my heart tells 
* me you are ſo. — But, though we are 


« conſcious of our purity, we live in an 


ill judging and cenſorious world. It is 
| © neceſſary to preſerve appearances; and 
though a clear conſcience may make us 
* as happy to ourſelves as we wiſh to be, 
* yet it is a duty we owe to our neigh- 
** bours, nay a duty we owe to Heaven, 
to maintain an unſullied reputation in 
* the world, as an example to win others 
* to virtue. Since it is ſo, dear amiable 
* young lady, make me an humble in- 

 « ſtrument 


" . 
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ec ſtrument to re-eſtabliſh the brightneſs 
< of your angelic character, and clear it 
from the ſtain which this affair has ſul. 
* lied, it with: you are acquitted i in your 
on mind; be acquitted in the exe of 
e the W 


786 « Think not, dear lig, that any 
© thing mercenary has prompted me to 
this propoſal; no, far be it from me 
= to put the riches of the world in com- 
e petition with your excellencies. Yout 
« fortune, whatever it be, may ſtill re- 
= main in your uncle's hands. I only 
© beg leave (if thought worthy) to be 
& permitted to admire your virtues with 
„ more freedom than our ſituations 
« would hitherto allow, and petition to 

« be 
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4 be united to all I think * n 
£6 for. 97 ts . 
Would not any one have thought 
this man to be an angel? Yes, any one 
who did not know him—like Lucinda, 
who thought ſo at that time. 


But it may be proper to obſerve, that 

his pretended diſregard of her fortune 
| was only a copy of his countenance; 
for, had the marriage been conſented to, 
and the uncle for prudential reaſons had 
thought proper to with-hold the money, 
he muſt likewiſe have with-held the 
lady, "440131329000! N 


5 Lucihäa thanked him for his favoura- 
ble thoughts of her — told him, * ſhe 
"vo 1. F would 
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* would conſider of what he had aid; 
* but at preſent could not give him any 
« ſatisfactory anſwer, as her thought, - 


< were too much confuſed, to admit a 
rational reflection, or eſtabliſh a per- 


cc manent ſentiment.” 


He only added, © that if ſhe con- 
40 ſented to make him happy, with the 
© concurrence of her uncle, they might 
ee be married ſo privately, that the world 
might eaſily be made to imagine 
te the nuptials had taken place long be. 
« fore, and a plauſible excuſe might be 
« framed accordingly, to account for 
their concealment.” 


© Volpone was now going to retire, 
wh the uncle caught him in his arms 


* 
5 4 F at 
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at the door of Lucinda's chamber, cal - 
led him the beſt of men, and loaded him 
with as many careſſes as he would 
have deſerved had he really been what 


he only ſeemed to be. 


| Now it muſt be obſerved, that the 
particular manner in which Volpone 
deſired to be admitted privately to con- 


| verſe with Lucinda had excited the cu- 


tioſity of the uncle, who, deſirous of 
coming to the knowledge of this ſecret 
converſation, followed him to Lucinda's 
chamber ( the door of which Volpone 
purpoſely left on the jar, expecting no- 
thing leſs), and heard every ſyllable that 
paſſed, | 
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He led him to Lucinda; told her, 


© that he had heard their diſcourſe, and 


« was a joyful witneſs of the greatneſs of 


mind which that young man poſleſſed, 


« He therefore entreated her, if ſhe had 


« no particular objection, to oblige him 
« by ſuffering him to preſent her hand 
to Volpone.” 


She, with a bluſh of ineffable ſweet: 
neſs, gave her hand to her uncle, who 
placed it in Volpone's, who received i 
with tranſports which. you may believe 
were undifſembled, ſince his golden 
dreams ſeemed ſo near being realized. 


A mouſe once diſturbed a mountain; 


and trifles have frequently overturned 
a ſtates. 
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ſtates. So it happened with Volpone ; 
a ſmall accident prevented the abſolute 
completion of his ſchemes, and rendered 
of his hitherto ſucceſsful villainy abortive, 


ore returned home; the uncle 
ook left Lucinda t to. herſelf, and ſhe 


ſeveral times meaſured the length of her 
chamber in a diſordered manner, as ſhe 


| laboured under a great perturbation of 
mind. Senſible of her innocence, ſhe 


had nothing to dread from the checks of 
conſcience; yet the cenſure of the world 
appeared terrible to her, who had hither- 
to enjoyed its approbation : a proſpect 


now preſented, of appearing in the eyes 
of mankind as immaculately pure as ſhe 
knew herſelf to bez nor could ſhe deem 


that a deception, which tended to eſta- ' 
F 3 bliſh 
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bliſh a truth: Volpone's perſon ſhe 
thought agreeable ; his good ſenſe and 
learning ſhe had long admired; his wit was 
captivating, and his humour never failed 
to endear him to company. She viewed 
his merits with the moſt favourable eye; 
ſhe fondly thought he poſſeſſed a good 
heart and an affable temper; and his 
reſpectful manner had ſomething in it, 
which flattered away her forrow with a 
kind of ſoothing admiration. 


In fine, ſhe found, upon a thorough 
examination, that he was not wholly in- 


different to her; and was in ſurprize 


that ſhe had not made this diſcovery be- 
fore. Mes 


She 


. 
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She thought ſo long with pleaſure 
on the ſubject, that pleaſure at length 
became painful; and ſhe repaired to the 
drawers of a ſcrutore in the room, in 
which ſome books were depoſited, to 
take one, in order to divert her mind 
from a train of thinking which became 
too intenſe, In turning over the books, 
ſhe accidentally ſaw a button, which 
ſeemed to have appertained to a man's 
coat; ſhe took it in her hand, viewed it 
attentively, and with ſome uneaſineſs 


recollected that ſhe had ſeen Volpone 
wear a ſuit of cloaths, the buttons of 
which were of the ſame pattern, She 
put her memory to the ſtretch ; ſhe re- 
volved in her mind the ſtupefaction with 
which ſhe had been ſo unaccountably 

F 4 ſeized 


* 


'P 
; 


— 


- 
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* 


ſeized the alteration ſhe afterwards dil- 


covered—Volpone's having ſupped with 


her the evening before—his officiouſneſs 
in handing her wine—his offer of taking 
pollution to his arms, under a pretence 
of - believing her mind untainteg, which 
(though ar that time deſpair made her, 
_ like a drowning wretch, glad to ſnatch 
at the leaſt ſtraw of conſolation) upon a 
more diſpaſſionate diſquiſition appeared 
refined policy, and the whole of her ruin 
a piece of deſigned and complicated vil- 

lainy— the truth flaſhed upon her mind 

in a blaze of conviction; and though 
ſhe could not penetrate into the minuliæ 
of his ſcheme, the principal proceſs was 
but too evident. | 
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It muſt be obſerved, that, in. getting 
in at the window, Volpone had, unob- 
ſerved by himſelf, torn off this button, 
which flew into the room, and was picked 
up by the maid the next day, who, with- 
out re flecting on the oddity of a man's 
coat button being found in the young 
lady's chamber, had careleſsly put it into 
the very drawer where Lucinda had 
found it, 


The uncle and governeſs were made 

acquainted with the affair, They viewed- 
it in. the ſame light that Lucinda did. 
The governeſs had ſome receipts, which: 
proved the time of her: abſence, When 
this dark deed was accompliſhed. The 
only taylor in the village was ſent for; 

F 5 he 
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he was deſired to bring his ſhop-book 
with him, by which it was diſcovered, 
that four days after L ucinda's ruin 


he had done ſome work for Volpone; 

and in particular he remembered the 

ſetting a button on a coat, the buttons of 
which were of the ſame pattern as that 
they ſhewed him; but he had ſet one on 
of a pattern as near as poſſible, not hav- 
ing any exa&ly the ſame. 


The uncle ſent for him to drink a bot- 
tle of wine with him, the ſame afternoen, 
at the inn at which he put up. He had 
luckily the ſuit of cloaths on to. which 

the button belonged. The uncle ob- 
ſerved, that all the buttons, except one 
upon the breaſt, were of the ſame pat- 
tern as that which Lucinda had found; 
Oy and 
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and it was determined, by himſelf, the 
ooverneſs, and Lucinda, that he ſhould 


immediately repair to a neighbouring 
juſtice of the peace, and procure a war- 
rant, in order to ſecure him till the affair 
could be properly examined into. 


But, unluckily, one of the maids, who 
had overheard every ſyllable of this con- 
verſation, had long conceived an affec- 


tion for Volpone : ſhe was alarmed when 
ſhe found his life was in danger, and 
therefore let him know the particulars of 
the whole affair, and what was deſigned 
againſt him. He curſed his unlucky 
ſtars, himſelf, and. mankind in. general; 
but, reflecting that execrations would 
be of no manner of uſe to him in the 
preſent emergency, he put his money, 

F 6 and 
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and whatever elſe was valuable and port. 
able, into his pockets, and made the beſt 
of his way to the next market town, 
where he hired poſt horſes, in order to 
proceed towards London in the moſt ex- 
peditious manner. 


The OY to his great difappoint- 
ment, found the warrant uſeleſs: and 
Mr. Tangent had conceived ſuch an 
opinion of Volpone, that he could ſcarce 
be perſuaded of his delinquency, which 
his ſudden abſence at length put beyond 
doubt, though they were at a loſs to 
know how he had received any intima- 
tion * their i intentions to ſeize him. 


* ſaw her n inevitable : ſhe 
dreaded the ſtrictures of ill · nature, and 
| the 


25 1 
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them alignancy of pity. Theſe apprehen- 
fions, with the thoughts of the villain's 
having eſcaped the hand of juſtice to 
triumph in her misfortunes, made her 
delirious. - The next day ſhe ſeemed. 
better, and deſired a little mulled wine: 
after ſne had taken it, ſne begged to be 
left alone, and that nobody ſhould diſturb 
her, for about three hours. Her requeſt 
was complied with, and the maid retired 
accordingly. Df * 


The maid, on her return, found that 
ſomething behind the door obſtructed 
her entrance: ſhe exerted herſelf; the 
door gave way, and on entering ſhe be- 
held the body of Lucinda extended on 

the 


268, * 
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the floor, which ſeemed to have fallen 
down that inſtant. 


The ſurprize made her ſhriek out: 
her cries brought the governeſs and the 
other maids. They found Lucinda 
cold; ſhe had (in a fit of diſtraction, as 
is ſuppoſed ) hung herſelf with her gar- 
ters, by ſlinging them over the door, 
which ſhe afterwards ſhut : then, placing 
a chair againſt it, faſtened the end of 
the garters about her neck, ſtand- 
ing on the chair, which ſhe kicked away, 
and ended at once her being and her 
troubles. 


+ In her pocker book the following lines 
were found, which it was ſuppoſed ſhe 
I had 
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had written the preceding day, before 
the delirium ſeized her : 


« To keep this mortal life, to ſhame 
* confign'd, 

«© The body tainted, with a . 
mind, 

« None but a timid ſpirit would 
© endure, 

« When everlaſting life preſents a 


n 
« Then let the part defil'd on earth 
« remain, 
« And Heaven receive the part with- 
cout a ſtain.” 


Thus, through the machinations of ag 
artful yillain, periſhed miſerably a beau- 
tiful 
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tiful and accompliſhed young lady, who 
might, but for his helliſt ſchemes, have 
adorned an exalted ſphere, and ſhone an 
example of unaſſected piety and conſti- 
tutional virtue to the world. 


The villain was condemned by all; 
and thoſe who blamed her precipitancy 
thed a tear of pity on her fate. 


But to return to Volpone: he reached 
London without meeting with any thing 
extraordinary; and, taking a. private 


lodging, aſſumed a fictitious name, 
under which he tranfacted buſineſs in the 
capacity of a pettyfogger, a ſphere of 
| lie ill ſuited to his ambition. 
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In this ſituation he found frequent op- 
portunities to dupe the weak, and join the 
villain, till an affair obliged him to de- 
camp with precipitation. The fact was 
as follows: 


Volpone had often obſerved a very 
eminent tradeſman, who frequented a 
neighbouring. coffee houſe : he always 
ſat in a ſeat by - himſelf, and generally , 
employed his time in reading the papers: 

Volpone found means to ingratiate him- 
ſelf into the old gentleman's favour, and 
ſeemed to be the only perſon with whom 


he choſe” to converſe. He ſoon obtained 
a piece of his writing by ſtratagem, and 
immediately ſet himſelf to work to forge 
a note of hand, which appeared to have 
been 
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been ſigned by the tradeſman, and was 
made payable to himſelf; he took care 
_ that a companion of his, whom he pro- 
perly prepared, ſhould accicentally drop 
into their company on the day upon 
which it was dated; and, when it became 
due, arreſted the trader accordingly. 
The companion ſwore that he was by 
when it was given, and Volpone received 
the money (by order of the court), which 
was fifty ſeven pounds; with the odd 
ſeven pounds he rewarded his under- 
ſtrapper. 

Though he had deceived the court, 
he could not ſo eaſily deceive the com- 
pany who frequented the coffee houſe: 


they knew the old gentleman's long- 
| eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed good character too well, to be 
biaſſed in his disfavour by this accident; 
and knew too little of Volpone, to en- 
tertain a very favourable opinion of him 


from the affair. 


He perceived the contempt with which 
he was deſervedly treated, and abſconded 
the houſe accordingly. 


It was juſtly imagined, that a man 
who could be guilty of an affair like 
that which has been related would not 
ſtop there, but ſacrifice every principle 
of honour and juſtice, to gratify the ra- 
pacity of his avarice. The gentlemen 
of the coffee houſe, therefore, determined 

| do 
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to attempt his detection; and thus exe- 
cuted their plan: 


A man apparently poor, and ſcem- 
ingly ſimple, went to Volpone at his 
| lodgings, telling him that he was a poor 
labouring man; that a relation in the 
country had left him a legacy, though 
he could not tell how much, but pro- 
duced a letter which requeſted hĩs at- 
tendance at Batſon's coffee houſe in 
Cornhill ; that, being unacquainted with 
coffee houſes, and fearing the executor, 
who had the character of a rogue, ſhould 
cheat him, he had waited upon him, as 
he heard he was a lawyer, to deſire him 


to accompany him to the coffee houſe, 
for 
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for which he would liberally reward him 
out of what he ſhould receive. | 


They went to the coffee houſe accor- 
dingly, where the pretended executor 
was recognized by the poor man, who 
ſeemingly truſted the whole affair to 
Volpone. The executor took care not 
to name the ſum of money; Volpone 


was equally careful not to aſk it, but 


demanded a ſight of the will. A ſham 
will was preſented him, which appeared 
to be properly executed. He read it, 
and found the legacy to be fifty pounds. 


Then, returning the will, the executor 
preſented him with a bank note of fifty 
pounds, with theſe words; Sir, here 
« 1s the whole of the legacy which was 


« bequeathed 
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ce bequeathed to this good man. I ima- 
e cine you are empowered to give me a 
receipt.“ 


To which Volpone anſweted in the 
affirmative. He gave a receipt accor- 
dingly ; but during the whole tranſaction 
the ſum was never once mentioned. 


He fell readily into the ſnare; ima- 
gining the executor to be a rogue, whom 


ſome private reaſons made fo careleſs; 
and the legatee to be a fool, whom it 
was eaſy to bubble. | 


Scon after the bank note was given, 
the executor took his leave, pretending 
haſte; and going out at one door, he went 
round: the houſe, and immediately came 
in 
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in at another, in order to be upon the 
ſpot when his appearance ſhould be 
wanted, | | 


When they were by themſelves, Vol- 
pone told the man, that he imagined 
money to the value 'of the note would 
ſuit him better than the note itſelf, which 
he might find ſome difficulty in getting 
changed. The man acquieſced ; and the 
honeſt Volpone very deliberately paid 
him ten pounds, affirming that to be the 
value of the note; and generouſly took 
a guinea from it, to reward himſelf for 
his trouble, | 


Now the old gentleman whom he had 
before defrauded, and ſeveral of the fre- 
| | | quenters 
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quenters of the ſame. coffee houſe, to - 

gether with the mock executor, ſtood 
conſpicuous before him. He was turned 
into a ſtatue at their appearance: he well 
knew they had been witneſſes to the 
whole tranſaction, as they came from 
the next ſeat to that in which he fat. 
He now too late perceived the trap into 
which he had fallen, and curſed his cre- 
dulity, which had ſuffered him to be ſa 
eaſily impoſed upon. However, recol- 
lefting himſelf, he attempted to gain the 
door ; - but his deſign of eſcaping was 
fruſtrated, and he found he muſt abide 
the cenſure of the company. 


He was compelled | to reſtore the fifty 


. pound note; and the nine pounds, which 
he had paid the legatee inſtead of fifty, 
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was appropriated to the uſe of the poor 
of the pariſh. He then had his choice 
of three things; viz. to be carried 


before a magiſtrate—to be given up to 


the populace, -in order to. undergo a 
ſevere. ducking—or to return the old 
gentleman's fifty ſeven pounds. He 
prudently choſe the latter; and they all 
attended him to his lodgings, to receive 
the money: but they were ſo exhilarated 
with their ſucceſs hitherto, that they 
were not quite ſo cautious as they ſhould 
have been; for, remaining in the dining 
room, they ſuffered him to go into his 
bedchamber by himſelf, when, ſecuring 
his money, he went out at the window 
upon the tiles of a ſhed, from whence he 
dropped into the next yard; which was 

that of a public houſe, and made his 
on G eſcape 
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eſcape through the entry (the doors be- 
ing always left open during the whole 
day), leaving the.company in the dining- 
room to animadvert upon his dexterity, 


and the landlord of the houſe to pay 
himſelf with what was left behind. 


After ſome precipitate perambulation, 
he found himſelf near the Foundling 
Hoſpital. He ſtruck croſs the fields 
towards Pancraſs. On his way, he .ob- 
ſerved a gentleman juſt before him put 
ſomething in a hat, which a blind beg- 
gar held out to receive charity : it was 
frequently the cuſtom with this poor 
man, to leave a trifle of what was given 
in the hat, in order to excite the next 
paſſenger to imitate the former, and add 
his mite to the other; he unluckily had 

left 
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left in the hat the gentleman's gift who 
was paſſing before Volpone, imagining 
it to be a halfpenny, though in reality it 
was a half crown piece; which when 
our hero perceived, he very honeſtly, 
and with much dexterity, converted it to 
his own uſe, leaving two halfpence in 
the room of it, for which he received a 
thouſand bleſſings from the poor man, 
who thought he had added to his ſtore 
inſtead of robbing him. 


He took up his lodgings at Kentiſh 
Town; and finding next day a con- 
venient room in the neighbourhood, de- 
termined to fix his reſidence in that 
pleaſant village, till he could hit upon 
ſome ſcheme to, increaſe his finances. 


* 
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He furniſhed himſelf with proper 
.changes of apparel ; and gave out that, 
Having a competency wherewith to ſub- 
fiſt decently, he had choſen Kentiſh 
Town for his place .of reſidence, being 
fond of living out of the noiſe and buſtle 
of the City. 


Returning pretty late one evemng 
from London, he was ſtopped in the 
fields by two footpads, who, after uſing 
him very ill, rifled his pockets, taking 
from him his gold watch, ſeven guineas, 
his pocket-book, pocket-handkerchief, 
cane, and hat. When they had left him, 
he went on as quick as poſlible, greatly 

| chagrined 
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chagrined at his ill fortune, and ſore 
with the bruiſes he had received. 


Approaching towards Kentiſh Town, 
he perceived a- fire at a diſtance; this 
made him quicken his pace as much as 


poſſible, for he judged it to be near the 


place of his habitation: drawing nearer, 
his meaſure of woe was full; for he 
found that the houſe wherein he lodged. 
was burnt.to the ground, and on enquiry 
was informed that ſcarce any thing had 
been ſaved ; and what had, did not ap- 


pertain to him, 


He was now without money, friends, 
lodging, or even a hat to his head : hall 
not all principles of virtue and honour 
been dead within him, a moment's re- 
G9 flection 
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flection muſt have made him ſenſtble 
that ſo ſevere a ſtroke from Providence 
could only be meant as a juſt puniſhment 
for his manifold crimes : but ſuch cogi- 
tations never entered his brain; he ban- 
ned fortune, arraigned Providence, and 
curſed mankind in general. All that he 
felt, and all his wailings, proceeded from 
ſenſation, and an immoderate love of ſelf; 
nor had he ſentiment enough to prompt 
him to rational reflection. Thus was his ca- 
pacity clouded by his paſſions, and every 
emotion of nature ſubdued by his bias 

to villainy, | 


In the neighbourhood was a public 


houſe, kept by Mr. Swaddle. Thither 


he retired, bewailing his double misfor- 
tune, and receiving the words of con- 
dolance 
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dolance from thoſe who pitied him, or 1 
affected to pity him. 1 


Neither Mr. Swaddle nor any ane elſe 
imagined Volpone to have received any 
farther damage than what was tempo- 
rary, in the loſs of his apparel and what 
ready money he might caſually have by 
him, as they all fancied him to be a 
gentleman of a competent fortune. It 
was not his buſineſs to undeceive them, 
and the idea of his poſſeſſions was upon 
this occaſion of infinite ſervice to him ; 
for, after. breakfaſt was ended the next, 
morning, Mr. Swaddle took him aſide, 


and, wiping the ſweat from his face, 
addreſſed him with great deliberation, 
and an air of ſelf. applauſe, as follows: 
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To be ſure, Sir, to. be robbed, 
* beaten, and burnt out of one's houſe, 
© are very terrible things: I confeſs, I 
<. ſhould: not be fond ef meeting ſuch 
« aceidents often myſelf; unleſs indeed 
« when my wife lets her tongue run too 
& much, 'then T wiſh the houſe was on 
* fire, and ſhe in the middle of it—hel 
© —he |—he !—You'll excuſe me, Str: 
« I muſt enjoy my jeſt, if I loſe my 
* friend, as the ſaying is; but I mean 
no harm you'll find me a hearty fel- 
low at the bottom. But, as I was ſay- 
ing, we muſt all expect to meet with 


* accidents in this life; for F have heard 
* our parſbn ſay, Life is chequered, good 
« and evil, light and. darkneſs, day. and 

. 5 „night. 
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« night—but we muſt ſuffer what we 
« cannot avoid—patience is a virtue 
ti what cannot be cured, muſt be endured. 
« So,. as this accident may have put you 
« out of caſh at preſent, till the firſt 
« dividend of your income becomes due, 
ou are welcome to my houſe. I am 
te not afraid to let you enter my books, 
« either for board or a trifling recruit of 
« caſn; and ſo ſuppoſe we drink a chirp- 
« ing. glaſs, to the encouragement. of. 
“good fellowſhip.” * 


Volpone, who well — Mr. Swad- 
dle's diſpoſition, ſhook him by the hand, 
and ſwore he was the beartigft fellow in 
the univerſe. OL E X 
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No it might be imagined, from Mr. 
Swaddle's behaviour, that he was a 
good, honeſt, generous fellow; but 
thoſe who think. ſo will be greatly miſ- 
taken. He poſſeſſed a great ſhare both 
of avarice and ill nature: but his ruling 
paſſion was pride; to gratify which, he 
was defirous of being eſtimated by the 
world as one of the greateſt characters of 
the time. | 


He was a long while puzzled to fix 
upon the requilites neceſſary to the 
formation of the perſon who might de- 
ſerve ſuch a character, being ſubje& to 
a confuſion of ideas as often as he at- 
tempted: to think. It was with ſome 
difficulty that he could ſeize an occaſion. 
when his brain was ſufficiently unclouded 

| = 
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to finiſh his profound reſearch; the reſult: 
of which was, that a ranting, roaring, 
drinking, ſwearing, ſinging, comical, 
or, in other words, a hearty fellow, was 
the moſt exalted character which human 
nature was capable of producing. 


Having diſcovered, as he ann 
beyond doubt, what the greateſt characs- - 
ter was, he determined to be the thing 
he admired, that he might have the 
pleaſure of applauding in himſelf what 
ſeemed ſo amiable in others. To this 
end, he determined to begin with the 
year to be a hearty fellow: he accord- 
ingly, on the new year's day following, 
beat his wife, hung the cats, broke 
the crockery ware, burnt his wig, and 
fried his ſilver watch in parſley and but- 

G 6 ter- 
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ter. He then went to bed with a heart 
as light as a feather, though his carcaſe- 
was as heavy as that of an ox; 


The next morning he was very curious 
to know what his neighbours. thought of 
him; and finding it univerſally. believed 
that he was mad, he was quite in rap- 
tures, for he had often heard it affirmed 
by the learned, that the greateſt men had 
always a tincture of madneſs, and he 
knew of no law that obliged an Hear 
oe to be in his ſenſes, | 


His-n next. ___ towards greatneſs was 
e beating watchmen, and 
abuſing conſtables. At length he arrived 
at the glory of being able to bam 2 
zuſtice neatly: nay, he has (as he him 


ſelf, 
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ſelf boaſts) had the fuperlative honoun 
to make a parſon. drunk on, a Sunday 
morning, before he went to preach. 
Not but what he was frequently pro- 
ſecuted,. on account of ſome of his glori- 


ous achievements, by thoſs whoſe nar- 
row way of thinking made them con- 
demn ſuch as. poſſeſſed a more exalted 
capacity; but ſo far was a proſecution | 
from intimidating Mr. Swaddle, that he If 
chucleled with delight at the thought of 
it; and conſidered an indictment as a 
proclamation of his fame by order of 
government, and the records of his 
fines as ſo many regiſters of his- glory. 


Thus he found that a Brarty fellow 
muſt have an appearance of good 
humour,, and be liable to, pay large 

| - ſums. 
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ſums of money : he therefore diſguiſed 
his ſurlineſs and avarice, that they might 
not interfere with his darling ambition; 
like a mother who has three children, 
and is fond of them all, but never ſuffers 
the intereſt of two to obſtruct the views 
of her favourite or doating- piece: or 
like - but one ſimile is enough for one 
ſubject. 


Mr. Swaddle, having been threatened 
for ſpeaking blaſphemy and treaſon, and 
twice impriſoned for riots, fancied he 
ſhould be the greateſt of all mortals, if his 
corpulency would but permit him to beſtir 
himſelf ſufficiently to commit a rape; 
which he longed to do as much as the 
pregnant lady did to dine with the crows - 
upon horſe fleſh: for he never heard of 
3. f any 
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any perſon's being hanged for one, but 
he envied his fate, and wiſhed himſelf 
the honour to be hanged for him; but 
his bulk (which he bragged would grace 
a cart exceedingly) denied him that ſatiſ- 


faction. Thus we ſee one man is not to 


enjoy every bleſſing! 


Such was Mr. Swaddle. I muſt now 
ſpeak of Mrs. Swaddle, his loving yoke- 
fellow. She was very pretty, but very 
much affected in her perſon, and more ſo 
in her converſation, which was interlard- 
ed with ſo many hard words miſapplied, | 
and out-of- the-way expreſſions, that it- 


was oftentimes difficult to gueſs to what 
her diſcourſe tended. 


Volpone 
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Volpone had for ſome time viewed her 


with an eye of luſt; which he had often 
let her know, by ogling her and ſqueez- 
ing her hand when he paid her his reckon- 
ing. Theſe. intimations of his deſires 


were not thrown away upon an ideot 
ſhe comprehended his meaning; and her 
genetration, joined to a ſovereign con- 


tempt for her huſband, greatly prepoſ- 
ſeſſed her in his favour... 


One day, when her huſband was gone 
to Weſtminſter Hall, to anſwer for hav- 
ing trod the. paths of 'glory with too- 


much fervour, ſhe entered Volpone's 
room in a careleſs manner, with My 


* huſband, Sir, is gone to Weſtminſter 
Fall, 
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« Hall, about the /igation of an excuſe 


for ſome of his heretical actions, as he 
4 calls them. I wiſh he was going, never 


« to come again: for then I ſhould not 


« be miſli/ted and aſulted every day in ſuch 
« an illaſtrious manner. | Pray, Sir, don't 
« you think it a burning infamamous 
« ſcandal for a woman ſo autrageouſly 
&« 2artuous as me to be abuſed by the 
er benevolence and barbarity of ſuch. a 
4 brutiſh chriſtian. animal, who knows 
1 nothing of the difefion of human 
nature, or of the ſenſibilities of tender 
* feelings. He's detefled with ſuch hu- 
* mours, that neither mortal nor immor- 
* tal, beſides myſelf that am both, 
Lord help me | could bear to counte= 
* nance the ſufferance."* 


Volpone 
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Volpone allowed that it was a thou- 


band pities ſuch a tender and virtuous 


wife ſhould be ſo ill uſed. His con- 
currence with her opinion gave her oe- 
caſion to hold forth in praiſe of virtue, 
which, ſhe aſſured him, ſhe poſſeſſed in 
the very greateſt immenſity of the word. 


As her elogium was ſoniewhat long, ſhe 
grew tired of ſtanding, and therefore 


ſcated herſelf upon the fide of the bed, 


which happened to be cloſe behind her, 
Volpone ſeated himſelf cloſe to her, for 


the benefit of hearing with greater eaſe; 
and Mrs. Swaddle was ſo very earneſt in 


her harangue i in praiſe of the theory of 
virtue, that ſhe quite forgot the practice; 
or 2 it might not be the virtue of 

chaſtity 
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chaſtity of which ſhe was ſo fervently 
ſpeaking. However, be that as it will, 
Mr. Swaddle, who reſembled an ox in 
every reſpect except horns, was now, by 
the joint endeavours of Volpone and his 
vartuous wife, ſo decently equipped, that 
it is thought he would certainly cut a 
very reſpectable ſgure” in a court of 
aldermen, | 


On 1 Volpone's apartment, 
Mrs. Swaddle begged him, © by the 
* infermal powers and the river Sticks, 
* never to let the Jeaſt mand/ilybil tranſ 
« fre, for the : pa/pilatian: of her heart 
* would always detline her to conceive his 
© agregous embraces with a rigorous wel- 
come.“ 


Having 
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Having got poſſeſſion of Mrs. Swaddle's 
perſon, Volpone found it no great diffi- 
culty to-perſuade her to rob her. huſband 
of all the ready money in the houſe, and 
go off with him, Volpone's perſon was not 
her only inducement. She was charmed 
the thoughts of an intrigue; and fancied. 
nothing could give her a greater air of 
gentility than to elope from her. huſ. 
band. | 


- Mr. Swaddle was in reality almoſt 
mad for the loſs of his money, and not 


a little chagrined on account of his wife's 
infidelity, However, he knew that it 
was not the buſineſs of a hearty fellow. to 
be out of temper - at any thing but the 

riot 
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fiot act and a long ſermon; he therefore 
determined to make up his pecuniary 
loſs by ſcoring double, and his fleſhly 
diſappointment by taking Suſan Dump- 
lin to his bed in the room of his wife, 
and had a large bonefire at his door that 
very night, to conceal his real ſorrow in 
a pretended joy. 


The lovers, fearing that Mr. Swad- 
de would exert himſelf to have them 
apprehended for making more free than 
welcome with his ready money, made 
the beſt of their way towards Briſtol, as 
that city had the double advantage of 
being diſtant and populous, . 


In their way, at a ſmall village be- 
yond Reading, in Berkſhire, they put up 
at 
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at an obſcure inn, perfectly tired with 
their journey, and pretty much out of 
temper with each other ; for Mrs Swad- 
dle began to perceive that Volpone Was 
not altogether of that placid and com- 
plying diſpoſition which ſhe had imagin- 


ed; and Volpone, on the other hand, 
concluded from ſome curious obſerya- 
tions he had made, that Mrs. Swaddle 
would require but ſmall temptation to 
.induce her to play him the ſame trick | 
he had ſo eaſily perſuaded her to play 
her huſband. Thus mutually diſpleaſed | 
with each other, they partook of a light 
ſupper, and retired to reſt, or rather to 


meditation. | 4 


At che ſame inn a Captain O'Connor 
had taken up his quarters for the night, 
| T his 
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This Hibernian fortune-hunting gentle- 
man was accompanied by the fat wife of 


a rich London alderman, from whom 


conjugal duty by the brawny charms of 
the brazen Grecian; ſo that the two 
ladies and two gallants, though unac- 
quainted with each other's trepidation, 
were in ſimilar terrors for fear of the two 
exaſperated huſbands, who dreamt of 
nothing leſs than purſuing their fugitive 
wives; for, as Mr. Swaddle had taken 
his maid Suſan to his arms in the ſtead 
of his wife, the conſcientious alderman 


had ſupplied the vacancy which the de- 


ſertion of his rib had made by his ſide, 
with the leſs ponderous charms of a 
figure 


ſhe had juſt eloped, deluded from her 
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Fgure dancer belonging to one of the 
1 r 


5 A poor woman, e ſud 
denly taken ill on the road, had entered 
the inn about an hour before Volpone; 


and, after drinking a gill of wine, re- 


tired to bed immediately, nen ſhe ex- 
pired in a few minutes; but this accident 


nobody was privy to, for, although the 


poor woman complained: of being er- 
tremely ill when ſhe retired, yet, as her 
appearance did not promiſe that much 
profit would accrue from attending her, 
the good benevolent landlady very hu- 


manely neglected making any enquiries 


about her; and ſervants are too fond of 


imitating their betters, to do any thing 


without a proper precedent. She was 
therefore 


therefore ſtiff and cold, without engaging 
the thoughts of any one, in a chamber 
between thoſe occupied by Volpone and 
the Captain. 


: Inns of the inferior claſs are too often 
without thoſe neceſſary utenſils required 
to prevent nocturnal perambulations; an 
omiſſion of this kind in the furniture 
of Captain O'Connor's. bedchamber 
obliged him to ſeek the further end of 
the gallery, on one ſide of which the 
rooms were ranged where all the paſ- 
ſengers who came to the inn were 
lodged. But, as the occaſion was indiſ- 
penſable, and the Captain haſty, he had 
not ſufficiently ſcrutinized the ſituation” 
of the apartment, to find it eaſily on 
his return in the dark; ſo that, miſ- 
Vor. I. H taking 
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taking the chamber in which the poor 
woman lay for his own, he went to bed 
to the corpſe. | 


Volpone, being ſeized by a ſimilar ne- | 
ceſſity, had emerged from his chamber 
in the dark, with as little precaution as 
the Captain, and, holding the ſame clue 
of miſtake, entered the Captain's cham- 
ber inſtead of his own. 


All was again calm and till. The 
poor woman had ſlept her laſt. The two 
criminal ladies were the images of death; 
and the gallants inſenſible of their blun- 
der, till the Captain, finding himſelf ex- 
tremely cold, began to neſtle towards his 
bedfellow. But judge his aſtoniſhment, 
when he found the warm, bulky, plump 
Mrs. Tallow metamorphoſed into a lean, 


ICY, 


Ma. WILSON. 147 


icy, ſhriveled corple. If he was cold be- 
fore, he was now petrified with fear and 
amazement; a chilly ſweat, cavered all 
his limbs, and the chattering of his teeth 
declared his terror. 


Being unable to deduce reaſons from 
natural cauſes for ſo ſurprizing a tranſi- 
tion, all the exaggerations of the ſuper- 
natural immediately ruſhed upon his 
fancy. He imagined this heart-appalling 
change to be but a prelude to ſome ſignal 


judgement, which would ſpeedily await. 


him, as a puniſhment for his manifold 
tranſgreſſions. He therefore began to 
pray with greater zeal and fervency than 
he had hitherto thought neceſſary in 
prayer; and ejaculated his petitions and 
remonſtrances to St. Patrick with a faul- 
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tering tongue and great trepidation of 
ſpirit. 


cc Arrah, honey, & Patrick, be aſter 
ee forgaving me for the ſhins J have 
e commatted, and I'll forgive you for 
« all you have ſuffered for my ſake. 
% O hone ! that I ſhould ever ſee ſuch a 
« day as this night! Oh! pardon me 
e for all the ſhins Lever commatted; 
« I ſay for all, all the ſhins I ever did 
e commat in times to come, and for all 
* the ſhins I ever ſhall commat in times 
7 paſt—O hone lO hone !—My ſhoul, 
e Jeave off thy tranſgreaſhuns in time; 
« for if you ſhin long, the dibble will 
cc have you ſoon. O, that ever I ſhould 


. be gualty of adultery with Jenny 


„O'Carrel, the young virgin of Bally- 
„ ſhanny ; 
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« ſhanny; or fornication with Mr. Al- 
« derman Tallow's fat wife, that is now 
« changed to a lean waddow, and, if 
© ever ſhe walks out of this room, muſt 
« be carried on mens ſhoulders ! — Oh 
'I never commat no more ſhins at all, 
« at all! Oh! forgave me for that there 
« ſame adultery and fornication — for 
« adultery and fornication are not mur- 
te der—and ye know, honey St. Patrick, 
« I never murdered any man in my life, 
e but old Ball, the exciſeman's horſe ; 
* and I never commatted any bulglary, 
but abuſing the lord lieutenant ; nor 
te treaſon, but taking twelve thirteens 
« out of my father's pocket, when he was 
* undutiful, and would not be after giv- 
„ing me money. O! Mrs. Tallow, 
** why did ye bodder me with the glances 
dag H 3 « of 
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« of your cheeks, and the dimples of 
« your eyes, and your diamonds, and 


„ your monies? — O hone! ye ſee what 
« has come of it; ye went to bed fat, 
% and muſt get up lean ; ye went to bed 
« warm, and muſt get up cold; ye 
<« went to bed living, and muſt get up 
« dead — O hone! ububoo! that ever 


I ſhould ſee ſuch a day as this night!“ 


Thus the Captain, who had crept as 
far as the bed would admit from his 
inanimate bedfellow, continued lament- 
ing; but did not dare to think of quit- 
ting the chamber, or indeed the bed 
entirely, but ſuffered all that terror 
could inflict on a ſuperſtitious imagi- 
nation. 


Volpone 
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Volpone foon diſcovered the prodigi- 
ous magnitude of his bedfellow, and 
at firſt was ſomewhat ſurprized at her 
amazing increaſe of bulk; but a little 
reflection made him eaſily comprehend 
the whole affair. He judged that, in re- 
turning from his emigration, he had 
miſtaken ſome other perſon's chamber for 
his own : he however determined to re- 
main where he was, till the dawn of the 


day ſhould enable him to gratify his cu- 


rioſity with reſpect to his bedfellow. He 


had no ſooner taken this reſolution, but 


to his ſurprize a man entered the room 
with a maſk on his face, and a dark 
lanthern in his hand. He drew towards 
| the bed, and, after examining Mrs. 
} = 4 Tallow 
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Tallow who was really in a ſound ſleep, 
and Volpone who | pretended fleep, 
placed his lanthern on the-table, and be- 
gan to ſearch the cloaths and baggage 
belonging to the Captain and Mrs. Tal- 


1192 


low. 


Volpone obſerved bim attentively, 
and, to his ſurprize, ſoon ſaw the table 
covered with a great quantity of gold 
and jewels, together with the lady's gold 
repeater, and gold ſauff-box ſet with 
diamonds, and a gold watch with which 
ſhe had preſented | the Captain; for 
Mrs. Tallow did not leave her huſband 
empty-handed, but, as ſhe had eaſed 
him of the care of herſelf, ſhe determined 
likewiſe to eaſe him of the care of ſome 
other Part of his property, which the 

Captain 
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Captain undoubtedly eſteemed a as more 
valuable than herſelf. | 


Volpone with his wiſhes | broke the 
tenth commandment, by coveting the 
property of others, and curſed the more 
proſperous villain in his beart; who, he 
did not doubt, would make a viſit to his 
own chamber, where he had left Mrs. 
Swaddle, and make as free with his ill 


gotten property as he had with the Cap- 
tain's, by whoſe cloaths he imagined 


that a double miſtake had been commit- 
ted, and was indeed apprehenſive that 
they had in the dark made an exchange 


both of chambers and ladies. 


While Volpone employed himſelf in 


ſuch cogitations, and the man in the 
| H 5 _ maſk 
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maſk in packing up the cloaths, after he 
had tied up the money and valuables ina 
| handkerchief which ſtill remained on the 
table, the Captain entered, with his ſhirt 
and face almoſt covered with blood, 
which the agitation of his mind had oc- 
calioned to guſh from his noſe in great 
quantities; and his fear having rendered 
him frantic, he had abandoned the corpſe 
in a fit of deſperation. Volpone, as well 
as the robber, was amazed at his ſan- 
guinary appearance. The Captain, hav- 
ing ſurveyed the thief with a look of 
phrenzy, ſeized him by the collar, and 
vociferated with great energy, “ Arrah, 
&« honey, did I murder her?“ 


The rogue did not think proper to 
anſwer this interrogation, but tried to 
dif- 
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diſengage himſelf from his gripe. But 
the Captain was too ſtrong by nature, 
and too deſperate through fear, to be ea- 
fily diſpoſſeſt of his hold, ſo that a very 
ſevere and cloſe ſcuffle enſued ; which 
Volpone taking advantage of, ſtepped 
out of bed unperceived by the comba- 
tants, and, feizing on a poker which ſtood 
in a corner of the chimney, ſoon laid 
them both fenſeleſs on the floor. He 
directly ſecured the handkerchief which 
contained the money and jewels, not 
thinking proper to encumber himſelt 
with any thing -more ponderous; and, 
taking the lanthern, ſoon found his own 
chamber, where Mrs. Swaddle ſtill lay 
locked faſt in the downy arms of ſleep. 


I 6 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Tallow had been wakened by 
the ſcuffle between the Captain and the 
robber: ſhe | imagined: immediately that 
the rencounter was occalioned by the 
place of their ſojournment's being diſ- 
covered by thoſe whom her huſband had 
ſent in purſuit of her; but, when ſhe 
perceived Volpone iſſue from the chim- 
ney, and knock down both the Captain 
and his antagoniſt, it terrified her fo 
much, that ſhe fell into a ſwoon, from 
which the did not recover till the next 


morning. 


Though Volpone hoes that it was 
impoſſible for any body to be acquainted 
with his having left his chamber that 


night, and a precipitate fight would pro- 
2 | claim 
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claim his guilt; yet he feared the Cap. 
tain might recover before the robber, or 
that the robber might be ſo moch hurt 
by the blow he had given him, as to pre- 


vent his eſcaping, if he even ſhould. reco- 


ver his ſenſes firſt; in both which caſes, 
he juſtly imagined, he ſhould be ſecured; 
and on its appearing that his deſign had 
miſcarried, there certainly would be a 
ſearch for the things which were miſſing, 
that could no ways redound to his credit 
or ſafety: he therefore determined to 
ſeize the opportunity to enrich himſelf, 
and get rid of Mrs. Swaddle. He ſoon 
diſpoſed of every thing about him which 
he intended to carry away; and was ſo 
generous, as not to leave Mrs. Swaddle 
a fingle ſhilling to help herſelf. He left 
21:20 | the 
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the gallery, deſcended into the kitchen, 
and let himſelf our at a back-door : in 
the yard he found three horſes ready ſad- 
ded, and no appearance of any perſon. 
whom they could belong to; he took up 
a ſmall bag which he ſaw lying upon the 
ground, and, mounting one of the horſes, 
quitted the place, and ſtruck out of the 
main road as ſoon as poſſible, determin- 
ing to croſs the country at hazard, and 
not to allow himſelf any reſpite till a con- 
ſiderable diſtance rendered his ſafety fea- 


Beſides the robber who had had the 


ſcuffle with the, Captain, there were two 
others, who, after having packed up 
what plate they could find (in the bag 

| which. 
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which Volpone had carried away with 
him), waited impatiently the return of 
their companion; but not finding it fo 
ſpeedy as they expected, they determined 
to ſeek him. After ſome time ſpent in 
fearching, they found him juſt in the 
manner Volpone had left him; and, ha- 
ving brought him to himſelf, took him, 
and the cloaths belonging to the Captain 
and Mrs. Tallow, which they found ready 
packed up, to their horſes; but they. were 


in no little conſternation on miſſing one 
of the horſes and the moſt valuable part 


of their booty : nor did the declaration 
of the robber who had' fought with: the 
Captain tend to clear the myſtery, or dif- 
fipate their fears, when he averred that 
he had not received the blow, whicly ren- 
dered him ſenſeleſs, from his antagoniſt, 

but 
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but from an inviſible hand, who muſt 
undoubtedly have carried away the mo- 


ney, watches, and | jewels, which he had 
tied up ig A handkerchief prior to the 


engagement. They began to be dubious 
of their ſafety, fearing the country might 
be alarmed, and therefore determined to 
be gone with all poſſible expedition. 
Two of them mounted on one horſe, 
and the third with the bundles on the 
other, when they made the beſt of their 
way to the moſt ſecure of their lurking- 
places. , 


In the morning, the Captain recovered 
firſt; and, after looking about him wildly 
for ſome time, entered into a very critical 
ſerutiny concerning both his ſanity and 
identity. As ſoon as he had ſettled it to 

| his 
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his own ſatisfaction that he was not light- MM 
headed, he turned his whole thoughts "i | 
to prove whether he was Captain O' Con- : 

nor or not Captain O Connor and the 4 1 
myſtery, like Giles Jolt's, he greatly ap- =*Mi [ | 


prehended, would be cleared to his loſs. nn 


He firſt of all carefully examined his 
legs and feet, as he ſat on the ground; 

and, after a minute ſurvey, could not find 

any reaſon to conclude they were not his 

old ſupporters : in particular, he thought, 
he could take his corporal oath ek. af N 
calves of his legs, whole expanded appear- 
ance had attracted the notice, of ſo many 
briſk widows but chen 56 f Was not. clear, 
that if it ſhould happen-c0 prove that he 

in reality had no right to the name of 

0) Cannor, whether he could venture to 


ſwear they were his own legs : : for, if he 
was 
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was not Captain O'Connor, and thoſe 


legs did belong to Captain O'Connor, 
they certainly could not belong to him. 


Fe afterwards proceeded to his thighs 


and body, when, recognizing a mole on 


his right breaſt, and finding nothing to 


ſtagger his belief about his body, he con- 
cluded that he certainly muſt be Captain 
O'Connor, from the ſoles of his feet to 
his ſhoulders upwards. He was indeed 
very defirous of ſeeing his back, and for 


that purpoſe turned himſelf round ſeveral 


times, without attempting to riſe ; but 
his back was ſo very cautious, that his 
eyes could never fix one look upon it; 
which made him wiſely conclude, that 3 
man ought to have eyes behind as well as 


before, or bow was it poſſible to know 
F whether 


Ma. WILS ON. 163 
whether his back belonged to him or 


not. 


After he had amuſed himſelf for ſome 
time with theſe philoſophical thoughts, 
he recollected, that the identity of a man's 
perſon was beſt diſcoverable by the fea- 


tures of his face; and a mirror kindly at- 
tracting his notice at the ſame time, he 
inſtantly aroſe from the ground, and, ap- 
proaching towards it, obſerved with evi- 
dent ſigns of diſcontent a large ſwelling 
upon his forehead, and the bloody con- 
dition of his face and ſhirt. Indeed he 
had before obſerved the crimſon appear- 
ance of his linen; but, as he was {till in 
doubt whether he was Captain O'Connor 


or not, he was Vkewiſe in doubt whether 
he 
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he had a right to a Clean ſhirt or a bloody 1 


fhirt : he now concluded that he was 6 
Captain O'Connor, though not Captain n 
O' Connor in ata quo; and went from the 1 
glaſs towards the bed with ſome ſatisfac- 1 
tion, and this expreſſion: Arrah, faith, 1 
and I believe 1am my ſhelf l. ; 
ſu 

4 pproaching towards the bed, he per- 4 
ceived Mrs. Tallow' s face, which ap- * 
— Peared like the moon vhen its o orb is full: I ce 
he recollected that ; he had not in the night he 


touched her face, at the time he diſcovered 
the diminutian of her body; ; and there- 
far : imagined, i it might have retained its 
primeyal appearance, though her body 
had been Jaxeed up to fo ſmall a com- 


pals andin in ſo miraculous a manner : but, 
to 
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t 


to come to a certainty, he turned down 
the cloaths, and to his very great amaze- 
ment found Mrs. Tallow as bulky as 


erer. This myſtery was tod extenſive 


for the line of his underſtanding to mea- 
ſure : he thought, as ſhe had regained her 
form, it was very probable ſhe might 


likewiſe have regained her life; to be aſ- 
ſured of which, he began to ſhake her 


pretty roughly, which ſoon brought her 
to her ſenſes. As ſoon as the Captain per- 
ceived ſhe opened her eyes, he addreſſed 
her with a Dibble burn you, how came 
you alive and fat, when you was a lit- 
* tle while ago dead and lean?” 


Mrs. TAlrow. | | 8 
Dead and lean why, you're mad.” 


CAP- 


, 
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CAPTAIN. 


* Mad! arrah, honey Tallow, but you 
t waſh fairly out! I thought indeed my- 
<« ſhelf, that, as ſhoon as I was after wak- 
«ing, 1 had laſt my wits; but I found 
dem again as ſhoon as 1 fancied I'd 
s loſt em. But where's the lean bady 
ye had when ye laſt the fat one ?” 


Mrs. TALLOW. 
„Lean body, and fat one | why, you 
& certainly muſt be mad. But what's be- 


c come of the men my huſband ſent to 


« purſue us?“ 


CapTAIN. 


« Men to purſue us! The dibble of 
« any men but miracles purſue us, and 
| they 
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« they are men enuff in all conſhance. - 


« But I balieve you've a mind to make 
me think in earneſt, that I've only 
« found my wits again in jeſt—bur pray 
don't think to bodder me.“ 


Mrs. TALLOW. 


« Oh! Captain, Captain, I'm afraid, if 
« we have not both loſt our wits, we have 
« loſt our money and cloaths.” 


This was the firſt moment the thoughts 
of the money and cloaths had entered the 
Captain's head; and they were both ſoon 


convinced to their ſorrow, that Mrs. 


Tallow's ſurmiſe was but too true. Such. 


an unfortunate diſcovery had well nigh 
driven them mad indeed; when the land- 


lord 


| 
| 
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lord and landlady appeared, heavily la- 
menting the loſs of their plate. They 
were all ſoon joined by Mrs. Swaddle, 
who had diſcovered her unhappy fitua- 
tion, and juſtly imagined: ſhe was in- 
debted for it to the parody of Volpone, 


Upon comparing notes, it was con- 
claded, that Volpone was the ſole, or at 
leaſt . thief and Mrs. Swaddle, 
inſtead of being compalli jonated for the 
part ſhe bore in the general misfortune, 
was obliged ro put up \ with a great num- 
ber of bitter reproaches from the reſt of 
the injured perſons ; ; and was blamed for 
the villainy of the man who had appeared 
to be her huſband, almoſt as much as if 
ſhe had committed the robbery herſelf: 


nay, they were for ſome time in doubt, 
whether 


\ 
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& 


whether the wigs o be an accomplice, | 


10 


| or 
— 


dlever the route of, a + porſuic, i in  arder 
[to giye timely notice of approaching dan- 
ger to to her collegues : but, on more ma- 
ture reflection, the abſurdity of ſuch a 
ſuppoſition v. wa Mien, to ſuffer 
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Wat puzzled them moſt was, the 
Captain's perſiſting in his tale, that Mrs. 
Tallow, whom he called his wife, had 
been changed into a cold, lean, ſhriveled 
corpſe, in a moſt miraculous manner, and 
had regained her original form in a man- 
ner equally miraculous and aſtoniſhing ; 


and that himſelf had been beaten and 
bruiſed into that miſerable condition, 
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— feeling the blo ows, or being ſen- 
ible when he received” them; for, as he 
Was frantic at the time, he remeſmbered 
nothing of tlie fcbffle: but Mrs. Tallow 
Was equally pdfitix e a8 to the cotnbat be. 
tween the Captain and the robbet; and 
inſiſted that, during the Rruggle, a man 
in his ſhirt Came dow the chimney; and 
knocked them both down: what hap. 


pened after, ſhe could not. £1] for the 
fright had ſo affected her, that ſhe faint- 


e nenne & ns 


ed, and, the firſt object which preſented 
itſelf. to her on the, return of her ſenſes 
Was the Captain, i in that t bloody, condition 
| which ſoon brought, on the diſcovery of 
their misfortune. | Who this man could 
be chat came down, che chimpey, « or w. What 


was become of the 4 8 4; whe; 12 
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remained myſterious : however they 


Fx 


knew that Volpone was gone "off and 
that the houſe had been fobbech "and it 


1 8105 4 — 


was univerſally: agreed, chat they v were ll 
f 4 ddr 1 IC: wt 4 12 
rujiied and undone. | | 
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'Fhe landlady at lengtk recollected the 
poor woman, when, finding, her dead, 
ahd Rone-cold, they began to find the 
meaning of the Captain's ſtory of Mrs: 
Tallow's miraculous metamorphoſis ; 
and, upon his acknowledging that ſhe 
was the ſame as ſhe then jappeared, to be, 
to the. beſt of his knowledge and remem- 
brance, when he left his chamber, but 
was on his return changed to what very 
well anſwered to a deſcription, of the old 
woman' 8 corpſe, tbey law clearly into 
te whole affair, except that part in 
12 "waht 
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which Mrs. Tallow inſiſted chat a man 
in- nothing but his ſhirt had come down 
the chimney, and laid both the Captain 
and the robber ſenſeleſs on the fleor toge- 
ther: this part of the fact appeared ſo 
dark and myſterious, that they at length 


concluded the lady muſt certainly have 


made a miſtake in her fright; but Mrs. 
Tallow was obſtinate in averring the 


truth of what ſhe had at firſt advanced. 


Mine hoſt and hoſteſs were obliged to 
fit down with their loſs, though I cannot. 
wy content. 


Mrs, Swaddle was taken i into Keeping 


by the maſter of a company of ſtrolling 


Players, where ſhe had oon after the hap · 
pineſs 


10 2 SIOMAM 5 $7 
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pineſs of gratifying her yanity,. by ſuſ- 
raining the dignibed characters of Prin- 
ceſſes, Queens, and Empreſſes, three 
times in a week, which to her was the 
ſublimeſt ſatisfaction ; ; though ſhe was 
often obliged to ſhew her airs-royal at 


night, without having had a fiogle 7. 
during the day. 


— 


| Mrs, Tallow was ſoon convinced it was 
beſt to return to her huſband the Alder- | 
man; who forgave her, and received her 
again to his embraces, on her folemnly 
promiſing never to play him ſuch another 
trick, nor to deſire to e breeches, | 
as ſhe used to do. FR RY 
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"The! Captatt found" ſome Charitable. 
Hibernian Sentlemen at Reading, who 
affiſted him to! rerùrn-tö his bun couftry 


Again, Whither be retired; heafelly"ick of of 


fortunechunting. is ea Nora 
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And as bor the poor woman, ſhe” was 
buried by the pariſh, after the *fearchers' 
had declared ſhe died a natural death 


for ſo ſtarving to death is called in. bis 


land of liberty and Fhriſigpit Mit. | 
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. Volpone,' who fottndes; t to yur Do- 
ver as ſpeedily as poſſible, through croſs- 
roads and bye: ways, in order. to pals, 
over to France, had got within two 
miles of that place, when he was ſur- 
rounded 
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rounded by a company of ſmugglers, 
who ſtripped him as naked as when he 
came into the world and, inthat diſtreſſed 
condition, left him to the care of Provi- 
dence. 
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